UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
Technical Conference on Greenhouse Gas Mitigation:
Natural Gas Act Sections 3 and 7 Authorizations

Docket No.

PL21-3-000

SUPPLEMENTAL NOTICE OF TECHNICAL CONFERENCE
(October 1, 2021)
As announced in the Notice of Technical Conference issued in this proceeding on
September 16, 2021, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (Commission) will
convene a Commission staff-led technical conference to discuss methods natural gas
companies may use to mitigate the effects of direct and indirect greenhouse gas emissions
resulting from Natural Gas Act sections 3 and 7 authorizations. The technical conference
will be held on Friday, November 19, 2021, from approximately 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Eastern time. The conference will be held virtually.
The agenda for this event is attached. The conference will be open for the public
to attend virtually, and there is no fee for attendance. A second supplemental notice will
be issued prior to the conference with the confirmed panelists. Information on this
technical conference will also be posted on the Calendar of Events on the Commission’s
website, www.ferc.gov, prior to the event. Transcripts will be available for a fee from
Ace Reporting, (202) 347-3700.
Individuals interested in participating as panelists should self-nominate by
5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on Friday, October 8, 2021, at: GHGTechConf@ferc.gov. The
self-nominations should have “Panelist Self-Nomination” in the subject line and include
the panelist’s: name, title, organization, mailing address, telephone number, email
address, one paragraph biography, photograph, and panel selection.
Commission conferences are accessible under section 508 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973. For accessibility accommodations, please send an e-mail to
accessibility@ferc.gov, call toll-free (866) 208-3372 (voice) or (202) 208-8659 (TTY), or
send a fax to (202) 208-2106 with the required accommodations.
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For more information about this technical conference, please contact
GHGTechConf@ferc.gov. For information related to logistics, please contact Sarah
McKinley at sarah.mckinley@ferc.gov or (202) 502-8368.

Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Deputy Secretary.
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Technical Conference on Greenhouse Gas Mitigation:
Natural Gas Act Sections 3 and 7 Authorizations
Docket No. PL21-3-000
November 19, 2021
Agenda
9:00 am – 9:15 am:

Welcome and Opening Remarks

9:15 am – 11:00 am:

Panel 1: The Level of Mitigation for a Proposed Project’s
Reasonably Foreseeable Greenhouse Gas Emissions

This panel will explore how the Commission could determine the quantity of
reasonably foreseeable greenhouse (GHG) emissions, resulting from a project proposed
under section 3 or 7 of the Natural Gas Act and the appropriate level of mitigation for
such emissions. The panel may include a discussion of the following questions:
1. When determining the amount of reasonably foreseeable GHG emissions
associated with a proposed project, how could the Commission consider: project
utilization projections; State or regional natural gas usage projections from Public
Utility Commissions or other entities; individual emissions data for industrial or
electric generation customers; known netting effects from displacement of higher
or lower emitting sources, including displacement that may occur over the life of
the project; or other factors?
2. What is the appropriate level of mitigation associated with GHG emissions for a
proposed project? Should the Commission determine the amount of mitigation
required on a case-by-case basis or should the mitigation levels be set at zero, less
than significant, or some other level?
11:00 am – 11:15 am:

Break

11:15 am – 1:00 pm:

Panel 2: Types of Mitigation

This panel will focus on types of mitigation measures a project sponsor could
employ to reduce the amount of GHG emissions associated with their proposed project.
The panel will discuss measures including physical (i.e. non-market-based) mitigation
measures, such as the use of technology-based mitigation measures to reduce fugitive
methane emissions at project facilities, installation of renewable energy sources to offset
gas or electricity usage at project facilities, use of combined cycle or combined
heat/power systems on turbine compressor units, carbon capture and storage (e.g.,
sequestration), or environmentally based measures, such as planting trees to offset carbon
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emissions or restoring wetlands to provide additional carbon storage. Additionally, the
panelists will explore the effectiveness and availability of market-based mitigation such
as carbon offset purchases, renewable energy credits, and emissions allowances to offset
GHG emissions. The panelists will discuss current mitigation measures employed by
project sponsors at their facilities or by end-users and future technologies. The panel
may include a discussion of the following questions:
1. What types of physical mitigation associated with GHG emissions are project
sponsors currently using at their facilities? What types of physical mitigation
associated with GHG emissions project sponsors are currently available to project
sponsors? Are there limitations to physical mitigation measures?
2. What types of market-based mitigation associated with GHG emissions are project
sponsors currently using? What types of alternative or market-based mitigation
associated with GHG emissions project sponsors are currently available to project
sponsors?
3. Are market-based mitigation measures effective and verifiable methods of
mitigation over the life of a project? What effects would this type of mitigation
from Commission-jurisdictional projects have on offset, REC, and GHG
compliance markets?
4. Should project applicants submit mitigation proposals with their project
application? How soon might current project applicants be able to supplement the
record or respond to a Commission data request with their mitigation proposal?
5. What factors should the Commission consider in evaluating the sufficiency of a
mitigation proposal?
1:00 pm – 1:45 pm:

Lunch

1:45 pm – 3:15 pm:

Panel 3: Compliance and Cost Recovery of Mitigation

At present, the Commission’s post-certificate environmental monitoring
commences at project construction and ends once Commission staff deems additional
restoration inspections are not necessary. This panel will explore methods for the
continued verification and accounting of GHG mitigation during project operation. This
panel also will discuss the cost impacts to the industry from implementing GHG
mitigation measures and how project sponsors might recover those costs. The panel may
include a discussion of the following questions:
1. How could the Commission ensure continued verification and accounting of GHG
mitigation measures since the Commission would need to monitor and assess
mitigation during the life of the project?
2. Are there federal or state agencies which currently monitor compliance of GHG
mitigation measures? Should the Commission explore potential interagency
agreements or memorandums of understanding with other federal agencies to
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monitor compliance of GHG mitigation measures?
3. How could the Commission allow project sponsors to recover the costs of marketbased mitigation measures, such as the purchase of offsets? Would allowing
recovery of such costs through an annual tracker or surcharge be appropriate?
3:15 pm – 3:30 pm:

Closing Remarks

