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CO86-2 See the response to comment CO46-1. 
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CO86-3 FS response:  Since the draft EIS, Atlantic has provided additional 
inventories and analyses as requested by the FS to evaluate the effects of the 
proposed project, which have also been filed in the FERC docket.  The FS 
has worked with Atlantic to develop project design features, mitigation 
measures, and monitoring procedures to ensure that NFS resources are 
protected as much as possible in order to determine that the LRMP standards 
can be exempted or modified for the ACP project.  The determination that 
the EIS is sufficient to meet FS NEPA obligations will be made in the FS 
ROD.  See response to comment C19-01 concerning the assessment of the 
feasibility for the HDD under the ANST.   

The Best in Class Steep Slope Management Program and the SAIPR provide 
design and construction practices for steep terrain.  Atlantic would also 
follow the FERC Plan and West Virginia and Virginia state requirements 
and BMPs.  The FS continues to work with Atlantic on site-specific designs 
which would be used to minimize the potential risks for sliding and other 
slope instabilities and would require additional site designs.  The FS and 
Atlantic also continue to refine the COM Plan.  Section 4.8.9-Federal Lands 
has a revised discussion of the LRMP amendments and their relationship to 
the substantive requirements of the 2012 Planning Rule.  The use and 
possible reconstruction of Forest Road 281 (access road 36-016AR1) is still 
under discussion between the FS and Atlantic.  Visual impacts on the 
Recommended Shenandoah Mountain National Scenic Area are discussed in 
Section 4.8.8-Visual Resources. 
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CO86-4 Comments noted.  Refer to section 4.5.6 for a revised interior forest 
fragmentation analysis by state.  In this analysis, state recommended forest 
datasets were utilized, and edge effects were calculated 300 feet from the 
edge of the construction workspace.  Loss of forest coverage is calculated 
for both the construction workspace and permanent right-of-way as 
described in section 4.5.6 for interior forest and in table 4.4.3-1 for all forest 
communities.  Additional information on noxious and invasive plants is 
presented in sections 4.4.4 and 4.5.7.   

Atlantic and DETI consulted with the FWS and the appropriate state 
agencies to determine which species surveys were necessary, and to develop 
the Migratory Bird Plan.  An updated Migratory Bird Plan is referenced in 
table 2.3.1-1.  The adequacy of the conservation measures to protect 
migratory birds and their habitat as outlined in Atlantic’s and DETI’s 
Migratory Bird Plan will ultimately be determined by the FWS.  Species-
specific impacts and mitigation measures for sensitive bird species are 
presented in section 4.7 and appendices R and S.  This includes analysis for 
interior forest sensitive species that are FS-managed, or state-listed and 
sensitive species, such as golden-winged warbler, black-throated green 
warbler, cerulean warbler, Louisiana waterthrush, and red crossbill.   

On the MNF and GWNF, Atlantic has committed to replant all ATWS and 
the outermost portions of the construction workspace (20 feet on working 
side and 13 feet on spoil side) with a combination of indigenous tree and 
shrub seedlings.  Outside of NFS lands, Atlantic’s Restoration and 
Rehabilitation Plan (see appendix F), outlines the seed mixes and restoration 
practices that would be used along the pipeline route, and includes a section 
on pollinator habitat planting and maintenance.  Some seed mixes would 
incorporate regionally specific and native forb (flowering plant) mixes in the 
traditionally all-grass seed mixes to provide food and habitat for pollinators 
and local wildlife species.  Aerial spraying would not be used for invasive 
species control along the right-of-way; only hand application methods such 
as backpack spraying and hand pulling would occur.  In addition, herbicides 
would not be utilized for normal vegetation maintenance.  Additional 
information on herbicide application methods is included in Atlantic’s and 
DETI’s Restoration and Rehabilitation Plan (appendix F), COM Plan 
(appendix G), and Invasive Species Management Plan (see table 2.3.1-1). 
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CO86-5 Comments noted.  Section 4.7.1 recommends that construction of the 
projects be conditioned upon the completion of all outstanding biological 
surveys and section 7 consultation with the FWS.  Section 4.7.1 has been 
updated with enhanced conservation measures for special status species.  All 
subsections in Section 4.7 have been updated with the most recent survey 
results and avoidance, mitigation, and conservation measures.   
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CO86-6 It should be noted that much of the temporary and permanent wetland 
impacts are associated with access road use, and most access roads are 
existing; therefore, wetland impacts are overstated.  Review each USACE 
and state wetland permit application for precise wetland impact information 
and mitigation requirements.   
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CO86-7 See the responses to comment letter CO19. 
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CO86-8 FS response:  See response to comment C19-01.  Upon review by a third 
party contractor of the HDD crossing of the ANST, the FS agreed that the 
HDD would be feasible and the DPI would be a feasible contingency option 
(FS letter April 4, 2017).  The FS also would no longer require that the HDD 
crossing be constructed prior to other construction on NFS lands.  The BIC 
Team and the SAIPR provide design and construction practices for steep 
terrain.  Atlantic would also follow the FERC Plan and West Virginia and 
Virginia state requirements and BMPs.  The FS continues to work with 
Atlantic on site-specific designs which would be used to minimize the 
potential risks for sliding and other slope instabilities and would require 
additional site designs. 
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CO86-9 Regarding section VIII of the comment letter, see the responses to 
comments SA8-252, CO3-1, and CO10-3. 
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CO86-10 See the responses to comments CO55-1 and CO66-4. 

The social cost of carbon tool is primarily a comparative tool intended for 
estimating the costs and benefits of rulemakings and policy alternatives using 
cost-benefit analysis.  It was not developed for analysis of individual projects.  
The tool cannot predict the actual environmental impacts of a project on climate 
change and has no criteria for what constitutes a significant impact.  
Additionally, the tool does not account for methane, only CO2.  While the EIS 
did not conduct a social cost of carbon analysis, quantitative information on the 
direct, indirect, and end use emissions, including methane, are included in the 
EIS. 
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CO86-11 We disagree that the analysis was inadequate.  The EIS was prepared in 
accordance with NEPA, CEQ guidelines, and other applicable requirements.  
The EIS includes sufficient detail to enable the reader to understand and 
consider the issues raised by the proposed project.   

Also, see the responses to comments CO49-2 and CO65-3 
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CO86-12 Air quality modeling was conducted for each ACP compressor station in 
compliance with EPA guidelines.  Based on the modeling results, the 
compressor station would comply with the NAAQS, which were established 
to protect human health.  Section 4.11.1.3 states that, while some 
commentors requested a health impact assessment, we decline to do so 
because, based on modeling results for each compressor station, the impacts 
from the new compressor facilities, when combined with the existing 
background levels, would remain in compliance with the NAAQS, which 
were established by the EPA to be protective of human health, including 
children, the elderly, and sensitive populations.  Blowdown emissions were 
included in table 4.11.1-7 for ACP, which typically last approximately 5 
minutes.   

As noted in section 4.8.4.5, pipeline infrastructure would generally be 
consistent in areas already zoned for industrial development, and most land 
uses within other zoned areas would be allowed to continue during pipeline 
operation and not conflict with the activities in which an area is zoned.   

See also the response to comment CO49-2. 
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CO86-13 Comment noted.  Health effects and environmental justice regarding the 
compressor station are discussed in section 4.9.9. 
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CO86-14 The number of trout crossings has been revised in section 4.6 and appendix 
K based on the updated route and updated survey information.  Atlantic has 
committed to implementing applicable FS and state mitigation measures at 
trout waterbody crossings to reduce potential impacts on this species and its 
habitat, including adhering to FS and VDGIF TOYR.  Additional mitigation 
measures that would be implemented to protect aquatic resources are 
described in section 4.6.4; mitigation measures unique to NFS lands and 
waterbody crossings are described in section 4.6.5.  We have made 
additional waterbody-specific recommendations in appendix K.   

Permits, approvals, and regulatory requirements for ACP and SHP are 
described in section 1.4, and in more detail in sections 4.3.3.4, 4.3.2.4, and 
4.3.2.5 with regard to state Water Quality Certifications and state water 
quality requirements.  Atlantic and DETI would also need to obtain NPDES 
permits from each state, and have committed to adhering to the WVDEP’s 
Erosion and Sediment Control Best Management Practice Manual 
(WVDEP, 2006), the Virginia Erosion and Sediment Control Handbook 
(VDEQ, 1992), the Pennsylvania Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control 
Program Manual (PDEP, 2012), and the North Carolina Erosion and 
Sediment Control Planning and Design Manual (North Carolina 
Sedimentation Control Commission et.  al, 2013).  Atlantic is required to 
obtain the necessary permits and authorizations required to construct and 
operate the project.  As such, to the extent the state has regulatory authority 
and permitting jurisdiction for these features, Atlantic would consult with 
the WVDEP, VDEQ, and NCDNCR.  These agencies would have the 
opportunity to review Atlantic’s proposed crossings during the permitting 
process and, if necessary, identify additional mitigation measures beyond 
those proposed.   
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CO86-15 Regarding section XII of the comment letter, see the response to comment 
SA14-1. 

Regarding section XII.E of the comment letter, see the response to comment 
CO48-10.   

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-14 
(cont’d) 

CO86-15 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1633 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1634 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1635 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1636 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1637 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1638 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1639 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1640 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1641 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1642 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1643 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1644 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1645 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1646 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1647 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1648 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1649 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1650 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1651 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1652 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1653 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1654 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1655 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1656 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1657 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1658 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1659 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1660 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1661 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1662 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1663 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1664 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CO86-15 
(cont’d) 



COMPANIES/ORGANIZATIONS COMMENTS 
CO86 – Southern Environmental Law Center (cont’d) 

Companies/Organizations Comments 

Z-1665 

 

CO86-16 See the response to comment CO48-10. 
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CO86-17 We disagree that the analysis was inadequate.  The EIS was prepared in 
accordance with NEPA, CEQ guidelines, and other applicable requirements.  
The EIS includes sufficient detail to enable the reader to understand and 
consider the issues raised by the proposed projects.  Potential impacts on 
property values are discussed in section 4.9.7 of the EIS.  With regard to 
quantifying ecosystem services, potential adverse impacts on environment 
resources are not quantified in monetary terms in the EIS, but are discussed 
and evaluated in detail in their respective sections. 

See also the response to comment CO10-6. 
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CO86-18 We disagree that the analysis was inadequate.  The EIS was prepared in 
accordance with NEPA, CEQ guidelines, and other applicable requirements.  
The EIS includes sufficient detail to enable the reader to understand and 
consider the issues raised by the proposed project.   
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CO86-19 Regarding BMPs and significant contributions to sedimentation, section 
4.6.4 discusses potential impacts on aquatic resources resulting from 
sedimentation.  The FERC’s conclusions regarding sedimentation are based 
on Atlantic’s and DETI’s commitment to install and maintain sediment 
control devices in accordance with FERC’s Plan and Procedures.  These 
BMPs would minimize the impacts associated with the project compared to 
not installing erosion and sediment control measures at all.  To further 
minimize sedimentation, as stated in section 4.4.3, Atlantic and DETI would 
implement the WVDEP’s Erosion and Sediment Control Best Management 
Practice Manual, the Virginia Erosion and Sediment Control Handbook, the 
Pennsylvania Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control Program Manual, and 
the North Carolina Erosion and Sediment Control Planning and Design 
Manual. 

FERC has experience working on 1,000s of miles of natural gas pipelines 
throughout the country.  Construction of ACP and SHP and compliance with 
these BMPs would be subject to inspections by Atlantic’s and DETI’s EIs, 
and by third-party monitors overseen by FERC staff, as well as by FERC 
staff directly.  Sections 2.5.2 and 2.5.2 describe environmental inspection 
and environmental compliance.   
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CO86-20 The Neuse River is currently planned to be crossed by the cofferdam 
method.  We have requested a hydrofracture assessment to determine the 
feasibility of completing a HDD at the Neuse River. 
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CO86-21 As stated in section 4.2.3, excess rock would be hauled off to an approved 
disposal location or used as beneficial reuse, per landowner or land 
management agency approval and as required by applicable permits. 

Atlantic and DETI are required to obtain the appropriate permits and 
authorizations for areas needed to construct and operate the project.  
However, FERC notes that there are commercial areas where permits have 
been obtained by the owner/operator for an activity or as a resource needed 
for the project.  These include existing, previously approved spoil and rock 
disposal locations.  These areas function as such regardless of a proposed 
project, have been approved for their use by the state or county 
authority(ies), and are independent of FERC approval.    

The impacts associated with all vehicle use during construction, including 
trucks that may haul excess spoil to offsite locations, are described in 
section 4.9.6. 
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The attachments to this letter have been reviewed by FERC staff and can be found on the FERC 
eLibrary site under FERC Accession No20170406-5347. 
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