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Atlantic Coast Pipeline and Supply Header Project 

Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 

INTRODUCTION 

Approximately 1,230 parties submitted a total of 1,675 timely letters in response to the draft EIS.  
Multiple form letters and petitions were also submitted in response to the draft EIS.  In addition, we held 
10 public comment sessions during the draft EIS comment period, which provided interested parties with 
an opportunity to present verbal comments on our analysis of the environmental impacts of the projects as 
described in the draft EIS.  A total of 620 people commented at the sessions.   

This appendix presents our responses to relevant comments provided on the draft EIS.  Letters are 
classified as follows: 

 FA:  Federal agencies and elected officials; 
 NAT:  Native American Tribes 
 SA:  State/Commonwealth agencies and elected officials 
 LA:  Local agencies and elected officials 
 CO:  Companies and Organizations 
 LO:  Landowners 
 PM:  Public Comment Sessions 
 A:  Applicant 
 IND:  Individuals 

Due to the volume of comments received from individuals, and similarities in the issues identified 
by commentors, we categorized these letters based on landowner status.  Letters received from affected 
landowners (as defined in 18 CFR 157.6(d)(2)) and who were identified on Atlantic’s and DETI’s 
landowner lists are included in category “LO” listed above, and responses to each comment are provided.  
Tables Z-1 and Z-2 address comments received from individuals who do not fall into the “affected 
landowner” category and were not clearly identified on Atlantic’s and DETI’s landowner lists.  For those 
comments, table Z-1 lists the accession number, name of the commentor, and a comment code.  Table Z-2 
provides our responses to the comment codes. 
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FA1-1 Comment noted. 

  

 

FA1-1 
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FA2-1 The most recent and reliable GIS data of the project are available from 
Atlantic, not FERC. 

  

FA2-1 
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FA3-1 Atlantic would be required to complete all outstanding biological surveys 
prior to construction.  

FA3-2 Comment noted. 

FA3-3 Comment noted. 

FA3-4 Comment noted. 

FA3-5 Comment noted. 

FA3-6 The Executive Summary has been revised to reflect the recommended change 
to “steep slopes.” 

FA3-7 Comment noted.  We expect that the FS would continue to work with Atlantic 
to incorporate design features, mitigation measures, and monitoring 
procedures to minimize the effects on national forest resources, as described 
in the COM Plan (see appendix G) and/or the Forest Service Special Use 
Permit, if issued. 

FA3-8 See response to comment FA3-7. 

FA3-9 Comment noted.   

FA3-10 The acronyms MNF and GWNF are defined in the first occurrence of the 
acronyms on page ES-3 and again for the main text of the document in section 
1.2.2.  They are also included in the list of acronyms in the Table of Contents. 

FA3-11 The references to the Timber Removal Plan and Timber Extraction Plan, 
which serve different purposes and would be available at different stages of 
project development, are accurate. 

The Executive Summary has been revised to reflect that agencies and 
organizations would be consulted regarding the WBWF and WOF. 

The Executive Summary has been revised to reflect the recommended change 
regarding “western Virginia.”   

FA3-1 
FA3-2 
FA3-3 

FA3-4 

FA3-5 
FA3-6 

FA3-7 

FA3-8 

FA3-9 

FA3-10 
FA3-11 
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FA3-12 The Executive Summary has been updated to address this comment. 

FA3-13 Section 4.7.1 includes a recommendation that prior to construction of the 
projects Atlantic and DETI should complete all outstanding biological 
surveys necessary for FERC to complete section 7 consultation with the FWS; 
and that Atlantic and DETI receive written notification from the Director of 
OEP that construction and/or use of mitigation (including implementation of 
conservation measures) can begin. 

FA3-14 The Executive Summary has been updated to address this comment. 

FA3-15 The Executive Summary has been revised to address this comment. 

FA3-16 The Executive Summary has been updated to address this comment. 

FA3-17 The Executive Summary has been updated to address this comment. 

FA3-18 The Executive Summary has been updated to address this comment. 

FA3-19 The referenced text has been revised. 

FA3-20 We note that the referenced text is one of several factors used to determine 
the major conclusions in the preceding paragraph of the Executive Summary.  
The referenced text pertains to our conclusions for the entire ACP and SHP, 
and is based on Atlantic’s and DETI’s implementation of their respective 
impact avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures as well as their 
adherence to our recommendations to further avoid, minimize, and mitigate 
these impacts.   

FA3-21 Comment noted. 

FA3-22 The referenced text sections have been revised. 

FA3-23 Comment noted.  The final EIS has been revised to reflect that, if ACP is 
approved, the FS would allow only a 50-foot-wide operational right-of-way 
on NFS lands. 

FA3-24 Section 1.2.2.1 has been revised to reflect the FS’ comments regarding the 
ANST.   

FA3-12 

FA3-13 

FA3-14 

FA3-15 
FA3-16 

FA3-17 

FA3-18 

FA3-19 
FA3-20 

FA3-21 
FA3-22 

FA3-23 
FA3-24 
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FA3-25 The referenced sections have been revised with the suggested edits. 

FA3-26 Comment noted. 

FA3-27 Section 2.1.2.6 has been revised to include additional clarification of the 
communication towers that would be installed on NFS lands. 

FA3-28 Section 2.2 has been revised to clarify that the acres of land disturbed during 
construction includes the construction right-of-way, ATWS, and access roads. 

FA3-29 The phrase “new land” is meant to describe the land that would be 
permanently maintained for operation of the project that had not previously 
been affected. 

FA3-30 The referenced footnoted has been added to table 2.2-2. 

FA3-31 The discussion of access roads on NFS land has been revised. 

FA3-32 Section 2.2.5.1 has been revised to clarify the types of improvements Atlantic 
and DETI would implement along proposed access roads. 

FA3-33 Comment noted. 

FA3-34 The paragraph introducing table 2.3.1-2 is on the page preceding the table. 

FA3-35 The referenced text has been added to section 2.3.2.2. 

FA3-36 Comment noted.  

FA3-37 The final EIS has been revised to correct inconsistencies regarding depth of 
cover.  We note that the commentor’s reference to a minimum depth of cover 
of 2 feet specifically refers to where the pipeline is installed in consolidated 
rock at waterbody crossings. 

FA3-38 The referenced text has been added to section 2.3.2.5. 

FA3-39 Comment noted.  We acknowledge that section 8.5.12 of the COM Plan states 
“topsoil will never be used for padding the pipe.” 

FA3-40 The referenced text has been added to section 2.3.2.6. 

FA3-41 The referenced text has been added to section 2.3.2.6. 

FA3-42 Comment noted.  The FS has stated that the COM Plan continues to be revised 
with new information as data and analyses become available, and its final 
version would be incorporated in the Special Use Permit. 

FA3-24 
(cont’d) 

FA3-25 

FA3-26 

FA3-27 

FA3-28 
FA3-29 
FA3-30 
FA3-31 
FA3-32 

FA3-32 
(cont’d) 

FA3-33 

FA3-34 
FA3-35 

FA3-42 

FA3-41 

FA3-40 
FA3-39 

FA3-38 
FA3-37 
FA3-36 
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FA3-43 Comment noted.  Section 4.3.2.9 has been revised to reflect this requirement. 

FA3-42 
(cont’d) 

FA3-43 
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FA3-44 Any required timing restrictions for waterbody crossings are identified in 
appendix K. 

FA3-45 The referenced text has been added to table 2.3.3-1. 

FA3-46 Section 2.3.3.2 has been revised to include the description of potential 
horizontal migration of drilling fluids. 

FA3-47 Section 2.3.3.2 has been revised to reflect this requirement. 

FA3-48 Comment noted.  Section 2.3.3.3 has been revised to reflect this requirement. 

FA3-49 Comment noted.  See the response to comment FA3-42. 

FA3-50 Comment noted.  See the response to comment FA3-42. 

FA3-51 The referenced edits have been made to appendix M.   

FA3-52 Comment noted. 

FA3-53 Section 2.5.6 has been revised to change “revegetation” to “restoration.”   

FA3-54 Comment noted. 

FA3-55 Comment noted. 

FA3-56 Comment noted. 

FA3-57 Comment noted. 

FA3-44 
FA3-45 
FA3-46 
FA3-47 
FA3-48 

FA3-50 

FA3-49 

FA3-51 

FA3-52 

FA3-53 

FA3-54 

FA3-55 

FA3-56 

FA3-57 
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FA3-58 Comment noted. 

FA3-59 Comment noted. 

FA3-60 Comment noted. 

FA3-61 Comment noted. 

FA3-62 Comment noted. 

FA3-63 Comment noted. 

FA3-64 Based on ownership information provided by the GWNF, the proposed route 
would cross 15.7 miles of GWNF-owned lands, and the Hastings to Dooms 
Alternative would cross 16.7 miles of GWNF-owned lands.  We have updated 
section 3.3.1 with this information. 

FA3-65 Comment noted. 

FA3-66 Comment noted. 

FA3-58 

FA3-59 

FA3-60 

FA3-61 

FA3-62 

FA3-63 

FA3-64 

FA3-65 

FA3-66 



FEDERAL AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
FA3 – U.S. Department of Agriculture – Forest Service (cont’d) 

Federal Agencies/Elected Officials 

Z-11 

 

FA3-67 Comment noted. 

FA3-68 Comment noted. 

FA3-69 Section 3.3.4.2 has been updated to reflect that the former route was 
inconsistent with Forest Plan direction. 

FA3-70 Section 3.3.4.2 has been updated to reflect that the former route would impact 
resources and was inconsistent with Forest Plan direction. 

FA3-71 Comment noted. 

FA3-72 The corrections have been made to section 3.3.8.2. 

FA3-73 Comment noted. 

FA3-74 The sentences have been modified. 

FA3-75 The referenced text has been added to section 4. 

FA3-76 Section 4.1.6 has been revised to recognize Order 1 Soil Survey on NFS lands.  

FA3-77 Comment noted. 

FA3-78 The depth to bedrock information presented by Atlantic was prepared in 
accordance with FERC Guidance Manual for Environmental Report 
Preparation.  The Order 1 Soil Survey was conducted only on NFS lands and 
is discussed in section 4.1.6. 

FA3-67 

FA3-68 

FA3-69 

FA3-70 

FA3-71 
FA3-72 
FA3-73 
FA3-74 
FA3-75 

FA3-76 

FA3-77 

FA3-78 
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FA3-79 Karst features on NFS lands are addressed in section 4.1.6. 

FA3-80 Karst Specialist education, certification, and experience requirements are 
defined in Atlantic’s Karst Mitigation Plan.  

FA3-81 We agree with the Karst Mitigation Plan. 

FA3-82 Comment noted. 

FA3-83 Comment noted. 

FA3-84 Comment noted. 

FA3-85 Comment noted. 

FA3-86 Comment noted. 

FA3-87 Section 4.1.6 has been revised to reflect the required FS’ approval for 
alternative backfill material. 

FA3-88 Section 4.1.6 has been revised to reflect the required FS’ approval for 
chemical products used to stabilize backfill. 

FA3-89 The requested sentence was added to section 4.1.4.2. 

FA3-90 See the response to comment CO86-21. 

FA3-91 Comment noted. 

FA3-92 We assume the commentor is referring to segregation of topsoil that is not 
acid-producing.  The section referenced by the commentor pertains to 
measures that Atlantic and DETI would implement to minimize or avoid 
potential impacts from construction activities if acid-producing rocks or soil, 
or ARD are present.  Section 4.2.7.2 includes the topsoil segregation measures 
that would be implemented on NFS lands. 

FA3-93 Comment noted.  As discussed in sections 1.0 and 1.2.2.1, the FS participated 
as a cooperating agency for the preparation of the EIS.  The FS’ participation 
included review and preparation of text related to the portion of ACP on NFS 
lands to ensure the FS could use the EIS to review the project in accordance 
with applicable regulations (see section 1.2.2.1).  Following issuance of the 
final EIS, the FS would continue to work with Atlantic to incorporate design 
features, mitigation measures, and monitoring procedures to minimize 
impacts on national forest resources, as described in the COM Plan (see 
appendix G) and/or the SUPs, if issued. 

FA3-94 See the response to comment FA3-93. 

FA3-78 
(cont’d) 

FA3-79 
FA3-80 

FA3-81 

FA3-82 

FA3-83 

FA3-84 

FA3-85 
FA3-86 
FA3-87 

FA3-88 

FA3-89 

FA3-90 

FA3-91 

FA3-92 

FA3-93 

FA3-94 
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FA3-95 See the response to comment FA3-93. 

FA3-96 See the response to comment FA3-93. 

FA3-97 See the response to comment FA3-93. 

FA3-98 See the response to comment FA3-93. 

FA3-99 See the response to comment FA3-93. 

FA3-100 See the response to comment FA3-93. 

FA3-95 

FA3-97 

FA3-96 

FA3-98 

FA3-99 

FA3-100 
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FA3-102 Comment noted.   

FA3-103 The referenced text has been incorporated into the final EIS. 

FA3-104 Sections 4.6.4 and 4.6.6 include our discussion and conclusions regarding 
potential impacts from landslides on aquatic resources. 

FA3-105 See the response to comment FA3-93. 

FA3-106 See the response to comment FA3-42. 

FA3-107 Comment noted.  Section 4.2.3 describes the rationale for selecting the 
settings that were applied in conducting FERC’s independent RUSLE2 
analysis to address a specific commentor’s concerns in Bath County, Virginia.  
RUSLE2 analyses are not required for the entire project area; however the 
analysis was completed to respond to that commentor's specific comments 
and does not include a comprehensive analysis of the entire proposed route. 
The results of this analysis were included in appendix P. 

FA3-102 

FA3-103 

FA3-104 

FA3-105 

FA3-106 

FA3-107 
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FA3-108 See the response to comment FA3-93. 

FA3-109 See the response to comment FA3-93. 

FA3-110 The survey requirements for wells, springs, and karst areas were determined 
by FERC.  State agencies may impose more stringent survey or reporting 
protocols if deemed necessary.   

FA3-111 The requested data has been added to table 4.3.1-2. 

FA3-112 Comment noted. 

FA3-113 Section 4.3.1.8 has been revised. 

FA3-114 Comment noted. 

FA3-115 Comment noted.  Atlantic’s conservation measures for this stream are 
identified in the EIS. 

FA3-116 Section 4.3.2.6 has been updated with additional potential impact analysis. 

FA3-117 Comment noted. 

FA3-108 

FA3-109 

FA3-110 

FA3-111 
FA3-112 

FA3-113 

FA3-114 

FA3-115 

FA3-116 

FA3-117 
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FA3-118 Comment noted. 

FA3-119 Section 4.3.2.9 has been revised. 

FA3-120 Section 4.3.2.9 has been revised. 

FA3-121 Section 4.3.2.9 has been revised. 

FA3-122 Section 4.3.2.9 has been revised. 

FA3-123 See the response to comments FA3-107. 

FA3-124 Several landowners have denied survey permission on their lands. 

FA3-125 See the responses to comments FA3-7 and FA3-93. 

FA3-126 Section 4.3.3 analyses wetland impacts and states that compensatory 
mitigation would be determined through the section 404 permitting process in 
compliance with the Clean Water Act. 

FA3-127 This section has been updated.  ACP does not cross the Big Cedar Shale 
Barren SBA, but does cross the Big Cedar Shale Barren Conservation Site 
(see section 4.4.2.2). 

FA3-128 The referenced text has been revised. 

FA3-129 The referenced text has been revised to include reference to the FERC Plan, 
which defines successful revegetation. 

FA3-118 

FA3-119 

FA3-120 

FA3-121 
FA3-122 
FA3-123 

FA3-124 

FA3-125 

FA3-126 

FA3-127 

FA3-128 

FA3-129 
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FA3-130 As described in Atlantic’s COM Plan (appendix G), and the Invasive Plant 
Species Management Plan (see table 2.3.1-1), Atlantic and DETI will comply 
with 18 CFR 380.15(f)(3), and will use herbicides which are registered with 
the EPA, apply herbicides according to specifications of the Federal 
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, and use only certified applicators 
to apply herbicides.  Herbicides will not be used as a treatment unless 
authorized by the landowner or land managing agency.  Atlantic would apply 
herbicide on NFS lands according to FS requirements, as described in the 
COM Plan.  

FA3-131 See the response to comment FA3-93. 

FA3-132 Section 4.4.6.2 has been revised. 

FA3-133 The referenced text has been revised. 

FA3-134 Section 4.4.7 includes a discussion of the impacts on the Brown’s Pond SBA 
located within the GWNF. 

FA3-135 Section 4.4.8 has been revised. 

FA3-136 Section 4.4.8 has been revised. 

FA3-137 Section 4.4.9 has been revised. 

FA3-138 Section 4.4.8 has been revised. 

FA3-139 Section 4.4.8 has been revised. 

FA3-130 

FA3-131 

FA3-132 

FA3-133 

FA3-134 

FA3-135 

FA3-136 

FA3-137 

FA3-138 

FA3-139 
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FA3-140 The referenced text has been revised. 

FA3-141 The referenced text has been revised. 

FA3-142 The referenced text has been revised. 

FA3-143 The referenced text has been revised. 

FA3-144 The referenced text has been revised.  Note that this is not the impact analysis 
section, but is intended to provide a general discussion of the wildlife and 
habitat found in the ACP and SHP project areas. The impact analyses for 
wildlife species and habitat are found in sections 4.5.5 through 4.5.8. 

FA3-145 The referenced text has been revised. 

FA3-146 The referenced text has been revised. 

FA3-147 The EIS was prepared in accordance with NEPA, CEQ guidelines, and other 
applicable requirements.  The EIS includes sufficient detail to enable the 
reader to understand and consider the issues raised by the proposed project, 
and addresses a reasonable range of alternatives.  The EIS is consistent with 
FERC style, formatting, and policy regarding NEPA evaluation of alternatives 
and different types of impacts, including cumulative impacts.  Duration and 
significance of impacts are discussed throughout the various EIS resource 
sections.  The EIS is comprehensive and thorough in its identification and 
evaluation of feasible mitigation measures to reduce those effects whenever 
possible.   

In section 2.4, we recommend that as part of its Implementation Plan 
(Environmental Condition No. 6) and prior to receiving written authorization 
from the Director of the OEP to commence construction of any project 
facilities, Atlantic and DETI should file with the Secretary detailed 
environmental constraints maps, by county, illustrating the updated avoidance 
and minimization measures identified by the resource agencies and that 
Atlantic and DETI have committed to along the ACP and SHP routes.  The 
environmental constraints maps can be provided in the form of alignment 
sheets as recommended in Environmental Condition Nos. 4 and 5 with a 
separate environmental constraints band. 

FA3-148 Results of the pedestrian surveys and Atlantic’s proposed conservation 
measures were submitted to the WVDNR, VDGIF, and NCWRC in letters 
dated April 12, 2017.  To date, the WVDNR, VDGIF, and NRWRC have not 
provided concurrence with Atlantic’s proposed conservation measures. 
Therefore, we recommend in section 4.5.3, that prior to construction, Atlantic 
should file with the Secretary and appropriate federal and state agencies a 
revised Migratory Bird Plan that incorporates documentation of concurrence 
the results of consultation with from the WVDNR, VDGIF, and NCWRC, and 
verify that no additional conservation measures would be required to 
minimize impacts on active rookeries. 

FA3-149 The referenced text has been revised. 

FA3-150 The referenced text has been revised. 

FA3-140 

FA3-141 

FA3-142 

FA3-143 

FA3-144 

FA3-145 

FA3-146 

FA3-147 

FA3-148 

FA3-149 
FA3-150 



FEDERAL AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
FA3 – U.S. Department of Agriculture – Forest Service (cont’d) 

Federal Agencies/Elected Officials 

Z-19 

 

FA3-151 The referenced text has been revised. 

FA3-152 The referenced text has been revised. 

FA3-153 The referenced text has been revised. 

FA3-154 The State/Commonwealth Regulatory Classification column provides the 
state-specific classification code to indicate whether a waterbody is a trout 
stream.  The state classification codes are described in section 4.6.1.  The 
number of trout stream crossings has been updated where appropriate in the 
final EIS. 

FA3-155 Section 4.6.5 has been updated to include the results of Atlantic’s Soil Erosion 
and Sedimentation Model Report conducted for the portion of ACP on the 
MNF and GWNF.  

FA3-156 The referenced text has been revised. 

FA3-157 The referenced text has been revised. 

FA3-158 The referenced text has been revised. 

FA3-159 Section V of FERC Procedures describes the time window for construction 
(Section V.B.1), general crossing procedures (Section V.B.3), dry-ditch 
crossings methods (Section V.B.6), and temporary erosion and sediment 
control measures (Section V.B.10) that would be implemented during 
waterbody crossings.  In addition, the FERC Plan provides additional 
information on temporary erosion control measures in upland areas (Section 
IV.F). 

FA3-151 

FA3-152 

FA3-153 

FA3-154 

FA3-155 

FA3-156 
FA3-157 

FA3-158 

FA3-159 
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FA3-160 Section V.6.B.2.iii and Section VII.C.1 of the FERC Procedures describe 
screening intake hoses to minimize the potential for entrainment of fish.  More 
specific guidance on the size of screens has been provided by the FWS as 
described in section 4.7.1.  

FA3-161 Slope instability issues and potential impacts on adjacent waterbodies are 
discussed under section 4.6.4 Sediment and Turbidity. 

FA3-162 Section 2.3.2.4 has been revised to include additional discussion of blasting. 

FA3-163 A discussion on the sedimentation and turbidity resulting from access roads 
has been added to section 4.6.4 Sediment and Turbidity. 

FA3-164 In the event of a pipeline leak, natural gas would disperse rapidly in air.  As 
discussed in section 4.12, Atlantic and DETI have affirmed that the project 
facilities would be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained in 
accordance with the DOT Minimum Federal Safety Standards in 49 CFR 192.  
The regulations are intended to ensure adequate protection for the public and 
to prevent natural gas facility accidents and failures.  The DOT specifies 
material selection and qualification; minimum design requirements; and 
protection from internal, external, and atmospheric corrosion.  In addition, the 
data, as presented in the EIS, demonstrate that natural gas transmission 
pipelines continue to be a safe and reliable means of energy transportation.  

FA3-165 Section 4.6.5 has been revised. 

FA3-166 Section 4.6.5 has been revised. 

FA3-167 The final EIS has been revised to reflect that Atlantic has eliminated access 
road 36-014.AR3 along Laurel Run. 

FA3-168 Section 4.7.1 recommends that construction of the projects be conditioned 
upon the completion of all outstanding biological surveys and the FERC 
finalizing any necessary section 7 consultation with the FWS.  Atlantic and 
DETI would be required to obtain receipt of written notification from the 
Director of OEP that construction and/or use of mitigation (including 
implementation of conservation measures) may begin. 

FA3-160 

FA3-161 

FA3-162 

FA3-163 

FA3-164 
FA3-165 

FA3-166 

FA3-167 

FA3-168 
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FA3-169 Table 4.7.1-1 has been updated to address this comment. 

FA3-170 Section 4.7.1.2 has been updated to address this comment. 

FA3-171 Table 4.7.1-3 (now table 4.7.1-6) has been updated to correct tree-clearing 
TOYR in West Virginia. 

FA3-172 The referenced table has been removed from the final EIS, and section 4.7.3 
has been revised.  See also the response to comment FA3-7. 

FA3-173 Comment noted regarding need to continue consulting with the FS on Special 
Status species.  Consultations for these species are not complete. 

FA3-174 Section 4.7.1.3 has been updated to address concerns regarding refueling 
equipment, distances to wetlands and waterbodies, and physical barriers.  

FA3-175 Section 4.7.1.3 has been updated to include citations for Indiana bat 
habituation to anthropogenic noise. 

FA3-176 Section 4.7.1.4 has been revised to include more recent data.  

FA3-177 Section 4.7.1.4 has been revised to include more recent data. 

FA3-178 Section 4.7.1.15 states that the FERC and FWS will re-evaluate these 
determinations upon receipt of pending survey results and proposed 
conservation measures. 

FA3-179 Appendix K indicates that the Cowpasture River is crossed by the right-of-
way and survey corridor, but not access roads.   

FA3-180 Table 4.3.2.9 relates to water withdrawals.  Water withdrawals are not 
planned for the Cowpasture River; table 4.3.2-9 has been updated 
accordingly. 

FA3-181 The referenced sentence has been revised accordingly. 

FA3-182 Table 4.7.1.1 and section 4.7.15.1 indicate a likely to adversely affect 
determination for clubshell due to erosion and sedimentation associated with 
the close proximity of the pipeline and access road to a known population in 
Hacker’s Creek (ACP).  This is the correct determination. 

FA3-183 See the response to comment FA3-178. 

FA3-184 Section 4.7.1.15 (previously section 4.7.1.13) has been revised. 

FA3-185 Section 4.7.1.15 (previously section 4.7.1.13) has been revised. 

FA3-186 The draft EIS was published prior to the effective date of the species’ Final 
Rule; the final EIS reflects the current listing status. 

FA3-169 

FA3-170 

FA3-171 
FA3-172 
FA3-173 

FA3-174 

FA3-175 
FA3-176 
FA3-177 

FA3-178 

FA3-179 

FA3-180 

FA3-181 

FA3-182 
FA3-183 

FA3-184 

FA3-185 

FA3-186 
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FA3-187 Section 4.7.1.17 has been updated to include the information provided by the 
commentor. 

FA3-188 Section 4.7.1.17 has been revised to include the current percentage of running 
buffalo clover in the area that may be impacted during construction, which is 
15 percent.  The EIS is serving as the FERC’s BA for ACP and SHP. 

FA3-189 This sentence has been revised.   

FA3-190 This sentence has been revised.   

FA3-191 Section 4.7.1.17 includes a recommended condition that would require 
Atlantic to expand the survey corridor by 150 feet from the edge of the 
workspace or access road and conduct additional surveys in the expanded 
corridor to verify that additional ESA-listed individuals are not present 
adjacent to the construction workspace or access roads; to account for indirect 
impacts (e.g., downslope erosion and sedimentation, changes in light regime) 
on ESA-listed plants; and to develop conservation measures as necessary to 
avoid and minimize impacts.   

FA3-192 Section 4.7.1.17 has been updated to include the information provided by the 
commentor. 

FA3-193 Section 4.7.1.17 (previously section 4.7.1.15) has been revised. 

FA3-194 Section 4.7.1.17 has been updated to include the information provided by the 
commentor. 

FA3-187 

FA3-188 

FA3-189 

FA3-190 

FA3-191 
FA3-192 

FA3-193 

FA3-194 
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FA3-195 Section 4.7.1.17 (previously section 4.7.1.15) has been revised. 

FA3-196 See response to comment FA3-191. 

FA3-197 Section 4.7.1.17 has been updated to include the information provided by the 
commentor. 

FA3-198 Comment noted.  See the responses to comments FA3-7 and FA3-93. 

FA3-199 Comment noted.  See the responses to comments FA3-7 and FA3-93. 

FA3-200 Section 4.7.3.4 has been revised. 

FA3-201 For clarification, this table has been removed and the text has been revised to 
point the reader to section 4.7.1 regarding ESA-listed, proposed, or under 
review species that have the potential to occur within the ACP or SHP project 
area in West Virginia. 

FA3-202 Refer to appendix S-2 for a list of Virginia threatened and endangered species 
that have the potential to occur within the ACP project area. 

FA3-203 Section 4.7.4 and appendix S have been updated to include additional impact 
analyses and avoidance and minimization measures developed in 
coordination with the appropriate federal and state agencies.  FS managed 
species occurring on the MNF and GWNF are discussed in section 4.7.3 and 
appendix R. 

FA3-194 
(cont’d) 

FA3-195 

FA3-196 

FA3-197 

FA3-198 

FA3-199 

FA3-200 

FA3-201 

FA3-202 
FA3-203 
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FA3-204 Section 4.8.9 includes several tables that distinguish the impacts on GWNF, 
MNF, and NPS lands by land use type.   

FA3-205 Refer to section 4.8.9.1, Land Use and Ownership, for a more detailed 
discussion regarding timber removal on FS lands, the COM Plan, and 
consistency with the GWNF and MNF LRMPs.   

FA3-206 Please note this statement is already included in the referenced paragraph.  See 
last sentence.   

FA3-207 Table 4.8.5-1 has been revised to reflect the recommended edit. 

FA3-208 Table 4.8.5-1 has been revised to reflect the recommended edit. 

FA3-209 Section 4.8.5.2, GWNF, has been revised to reflect the recommended edit. 

FA3-210 Section 4.8.5.2, BRP, has been revised to reflect the recommended edit. 

FA3-211 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised to clarify that NFS lands comprise 99 percent 
of the total federal lands crossed by the projects overall.   

FA3-212 Section 4.8.9.1, Land Use and Ownership, has been revised to reflect the 
recommended edit.   

FA3-213 Section 4.6.5 describes the impacts on aquatic resources on NFS lands from 
construction and operation of the projects.  This includes access roads.   

FA3-214 Access road information has been updated throughout the final EIS. 

FA3-215 Section 4.8.9.1 (subsection Recreation and Special Interest Areas; George 
Washington National Forest; Appalachian National Scenic Trail) has been 
revised. 

FA3-216 Section 4.8.9.1, Land Use and Ownership, has been revised.   

FA3-217 Comment noted.  See also the response to comment FA3-93. 

FA3-203 
(cont’d) 

FA3-204 
FA3-205 

FA3-206 
FA3-207 
FA3-208 
FA3-209 
FA3-210 
FA3-211 
FA3-212 

FA3-213 

FA3-214 

FA3-215 

FA3-216 

FA3-217 
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FA3-218 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised. 

FA3-219 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised. 

FA3-220 Comment noted.  See also the response to comment FA3-42. 

FA3-221 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised.  See also the response to comment FA3-93. 

FA3-222 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised. 

FA3-223 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised. 

FA3-224 Table 4.8.9-9 (previously table 4.8.9-12) has been revised. 

FA3-225 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised. 

FA3-226 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised. 

FA3-227 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised. 

FA3-228 Comment noted.  See the response to comment FA3-93. 

FA3-229 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised. 

FA3-230 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised. 

FA3-231 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised. 

FA3-232 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised. 

FA3-233 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised. 

FA3-234 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised. 

FA3-235 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised. 

FA3-236 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised. 

FA3-237 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised. 

FA3-218 
FA3-219 
FA3-220 
FA3-221 

FA3-222 
FA3-223 
FA3-224 
FA3-225 

FA3-228 

FA3-227 
FA3-226 

FA3-229 

FA3-230 

FA3-231 
FA3-232 

FA3-233 
FA3-234 
FA3-235 
FA3-236 

FA3-237 
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FA3-238 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised. 

FA3-239 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised. 

FA3-240 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised. 

FA3-241 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised. 

FA3-242 Section 4.8.9.1 has been revised. 

FA3-243 Comment noted.  The EIS was prepared in accordance with NEPA, CEQ 
guidelines, and other applicable requirements.  The EIS is consistent with 
FERC style, formatting, and policy regarding NEPA evaluation of alternatives 
and different types of impacts, including cumulative impacts.   

FA3-244 See response to comment FA3-243.   

FA3-245 Comment noted. 

FA3-246 See response to comment FA3-243.   

FA3-247 See response to comment FA3-243.   

FA3-248 Comment noted. 

FA3-249 See response to comment FA3-243.   

FA3-250 Comment noted.  See the response to comment FA3-93. 

FA3-251 Comment noted.  See the response to comment FA3-93. 

FA3-238 

FA3-239 
FA3-240 

FA3-241 

FA3-242 

FA3-243 

FA3-244 

FA3-245 

FA3-246 

FA3-247 

FA3-248 

FA3-249 

FA3-250 

FA3-251 
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FA3-252 Comment noted. 

FA3-253 Comment noted. 

FA3-254 See response to comment FA3-243.   

FA3-255 See response to comment FA3-243.   

FA3-256 Comment noted. 

FA3-257 See response to comment FA3-243.   

FA3-258 Comment noted. 

FA3-259 See response to comments FA3-243 and FA3-93.   

FA3-260 See response to comments FA3-243 and FA3-93.   

FA3-252 

FA3-253 

FA3-254 

FA3-255 

FA3-256 

FA3-257 
FA3-258 

FA3-259 

FA3-260 
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FA3-261 Comment noted. 

FA3-262 Comment noted. 

FA3-263 Comment noted.  See the response to comment FA3-93. 

FA3-264 See response to comments FA3-243 and FA3-93.   

FA3-265 Comment noted.   

FA3-266 Comment noted.   

FA3-267 Comment noted.  See the response to comment FA3-93. 

FA3-268 See response to comment FA3-243.   

FA3-269 See response to comment FA3-243.   

FA3-270 Comment noted.  See the response to comment FA3-93. 

FA3-261 

FA3-262 

FA3-263 

FA3-264 

FA3-265 

FA3-266 

FA3-267 

FA3-268 

FA3-269 
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FA3-271 Section 4.13.3.14 has been revised. 

FA3-272 See the response to comment FA3-93. 

FA3-273 This referenced text has been revised.  

FA3-274 Comment noted. 

FA3-275 The referenced text in section 5.1.8 has been revised. 

FA3-276 The FS would continue to work with Atlantic to develop mitigation and 
restoration measures and monitoring procedures to minimize the impacts on 
NFS resources. 

FA3-277 Comment noted. 

FA3-278 The commentor refers to text in the Conclusions and Recommendations 
section of the draft EIS; the full cumulative impacts analysis is provided in 
section 4.13. 

FA3-279 The project facility maps in appendix B have been revised. 

FA3-280 Comments noted. 

FA3-271 

FA3-272 

FA3-273 

FA3-274 

FA3-275 

FA3-276 
FA3-277 
FA3-278 

FA3-279 

FA3-280 
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(cont’d) 



FEDERAL AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
FA3 – U.S. Department of Agriculture – Forest Service (cont’d) 

Federal Agencies/Elected Officials 

Z-32 
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FA3-281 Comments noted.  See the response to comment FA3-42. 

  

FA3-280 
(cont’d) 

FA3-281 



FEDERAL AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
FA3 – U.S. Department of Agriculture – Forest Service (cont’d) 

Federal Agencies/Elected Officials 

Z-35 

 

FA3-282 This figure was provided by Atlantic.  Figure 3.3.4-2 in the EIS accurately 
depicts land ownership boundaries. 

FA3-283 Comment noted. 

FA3-284 The EIS has been updated with information that has been filed with the FERC.  
We acknowledge that information filed with the FS may be more current than 
that filed with FERC. 

FA3-285 See the response to comment FA3-106. 

FA3-286 Comments noted.  Appendix R has been revised. 

FA3-287 Comments noted.  Appendix R has been revised. 

FA3-288 Comments noted.  Appendix R has been revised. 

FA3-289 Comments noted.  Appendix R has been revised. 

FA3-290 Comments noted.  Appendix R has been revised. 

FA3-291 Comments noted.  Appendix R has been revised. 

FA3-292 Comments noted.  Appendix R has been revised. 

FA3-293 Comments noted.  Appendix R has been revised. 

FA3-294 Comments noted.  Appendix R has been revised. 

FA3-295 Comments noted.  Appendix R has been revised. 

FA3-296 Comments noted.  Appendix R has been revised. 

  

FA3-281 
(cont’d) 

FA3-282 
FA3-283 
FA3-284 
FA3-285 
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FA3-297 Comments noted. 

  

FA3-297 
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FA4-1 After consideration of the requests we received for consulting party status, 
and the relevant federal regulations, we granted consulting party status to the 
Nelson County Board of Supervisors.  Other parties have the option to work 
with the SHPOs to view privileged documents after signing a confidentiality 
agreement.  

  

FA4-1  
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FA5-1 We recommend that the USGS coordinate with Atlantic and DETI to establish 
appropriate notification and communication protocols.   

  

FA5-1 
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FA5-2 Comment noted. 

FA5-3 Atlantic and DETI would be required to comply with state-specific water 
quality regulations, including monitoring and sampling requirements. 

FA5-4 Comment noted. 
FA5-2 

FA5-3 

FA5-4 
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FA5-5 Comment noted.  Roads used to access the project and cross WHPAs are 
existing.  Therefore, access roads associated with the project through WHPAs 
would not create new or unique impacts beyond those already experienced. 

FA5-6 Comment noted. 

FA5-7 Comment noted. 

FA5-8 The requested discussion has been added to section 4.3.1.7. 

FA5-5 

FA5-6 

FA5-7 

FA5-8 
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FA5-9 As discussed in section 4.1.2.2, by conducting blasting in accordance with 
project-specific Blasting Plan and applicable state and local regulations, 
impacts on geologic resources and nearby residences and facilities, as well as 
impacts resulting from geologic hazards, would be avoided or adequately 
minimized.   

FA5-10 Comment noted. 

FA5-11 In the unlikely event of a leak, the majority of the methane would escape to 
the ground surface and dissipate into the atmosphere.  As such, impacts from 
pipeline operation are not anticipated.  Future maintenance activities on the 
pipeline would be conducted in accordance with the FERC Plan and 
Procedures and applicable state/commonwealth/local permits regarding 
stormwater and erosion and sediment control.  Moreover, Atlantic and DETI 
would implement an Integrity Management Program, as discussed in section 
4.12, to prevent leaks on the system.  See also the response to comment FA3-
164. 

FA5-8 
(cont’d) 

FA5-9 

FA5-10 

FA5-11 
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FA5-12 Comment noted. 

FA5-13 The referenced text has been revised. 

FA5-12 

FA5-13 
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FA6-1 Comment noted. 

FA6-2 Comment noted. 

FA6-3 Sections 4.1.2.3 and 4.3.1.7 of the EIS characterize karst conditions in the 
project area, including sinkholes and springs, respectively.  These sections 
describe the potential impacts that construction and operation of the project 
could have on these resources, describe the specific construction procedures 
and mitigation measures that Atlantic and DETI would implement to avoid 
and minimize impacts, and explain why impacts would not be significant.  
Sections 3.2, 3.3, and 3.4 discuss system alternatives, route alternatives, and 
route variations, respectively, including alternatives that would avoid or 
reduce project siting in karst areas. 

FA6-4 Significant levels of heavy metals and radioactive materials have not been 
identified as a concern along ACP and SHP.  Areas containing potentially 
acid-producing rock have been identified through review of available 
geologic map and state-specific data sources.  During construction, the EIs 
would be trained to identify acid-producing rocks and acid rock drainage and 
implement appropriate measures as identified by Atlantic and DETI to 
minimize or avoid the production of acid rock drainage. 

FA6-1 

FA6-2 

FA6-3 

FA6-4 



FEDERAL AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
FA6 – U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (cont’d)  

Federal Agencies/Elected Officials 

Z-53 

 

FA6-5 Section 4.3.3.3 of the EIS has been updated to include additional information 
on cypress gum swamp impacts.  Impacts on these and other sensitive 
wetlands would be avoided, minimized, and/or mitigated through the 
USACE’s section 404 and 401 review and permit process. 

FA6-6 Due to the results of sensitive species surveys and through agency 
consultation, we find the crossing of Rocky Swamp acceptable.  The Neuse 
River would be crossed by the cofferdam method.  We have recommended 
that the Neuse River be crossed by an HDD should a hydrofracture study 
indicate a low potential for an inadvertent release at this crossing. 

FA6-7 The final EIS has been updated to include these plans, studies, and agency 
coordination. 

FA6-5 

FA6-6 

FA6-7 
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FA6-8 Comment noted. 

FA6-9 Comment noted. 

FA6-10 Comment noted. 

FA6-11 Comment noted. 

FA6-12 Comment noted. FA6-8 

FA6-9 

FA6-10 

FA6-11 

FA6-12 
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FA6-13 We acknowledge and encourage Atlantic to continue coordination with state 
and public utilities. 

FA6-14 We have recommended in the final EIS that this information be filed with the 
Secretary, for review and written approval of the Director of OEP. 

FA6-15 Comment noted. 

FA6-16 Comment noted. 

FA6-17 The EIS was prepared in accordance with NEPA, CEQ guidelines, and other 
applicable requirements.  The EIS is consistent with FERC style, formatting, 
and policy regarding NEPA evaluation of alternatives and different types of 
impacts, including cumulative impacts.  Further, the cumulative impacts 
section is consistent with the analysis conducted by FERC for other similar 
projects in the area such as the MVP Project.   

FA6-13 

FA6-14 

FA6-15 

FA6-16 

FA6-17 
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FA6-17 
(cont’d) 
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FA7-1 Section 1.2.2.1 has been revised to clarify the management of the ANST.   

FA7-2 The commentor’s assessment regarding the HDD and direct pipe methods is 
correct.   

FA7-3 FERC encourages the NPS to provide comments directly to Atlantic regarding 
Atlantic’s proposed crossing methods and site-specific crossing plans.  Please 
also note that we have recommended that, prior to construction, Atlantic file 
with the Secretary a final site-specific crossing plan and alternative direct pipe 
crossing plan for the ANST and BRP that have been reviewed and approved 
by the GWNF and NPS.   FA7-1 

FA7-2 

FA7-3 
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FA7-4 Comments noted.  We also note that in a letter dated April 4, 2017 (see 
comment letter FA11), the FS stated that Atlantic has filed adequate 
documentation for the FS to assess the feasibility of the BRP/ANST HDD and 
contingency proposals, and the FS would not prohibit concurrent construction 
at other spreads on NFS lands before the completion of the BRP/ANST 
crossing. 

  

FA7-3 
(cont’d) 

FA7-4 
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FA7-5 Section 4.8.9.2 has been revised to state the NPS’ request for consideration of 
additional avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures to further 
reduce visual impacts from the three viewpoints on the ANST to help ensure 
protection of the ANST for future generations.  

Section 4.8.9.2 provides a description of each KOP at the ANST, and visual 
impacts. 

  

FA7-5 
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FA7-6 FS response:  There are no anticipated maintenance needs that would affect 
ground disturbance within the ANST corridor on NFS lands since the pipeline 
would be underground.  

FA7-7 FS response:  There are no additional project-specific amendments to the 
LRMP associated with the ANST.  

FA7-8 FS response:  The comment is noted.  The FS intends to engage the NPS as 
the COM Plan is refined.  

FA7-6 

FA7-7 

FA7-8 
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FA7-9 See the response to comment FA6-17.   

  

FA7-8 
(cont’d) 

FA7-9 
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FA7-10 Section 4.10.3 has been revised to accept the NPS’ request to be a consulting 
party for ACP. 

  FA7-9 
(cont’d) 

FA7-10 
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FA7-11 Section 1.2.2.6 has been revised to clarify the management of the Seneca State 
Forest and Lewis Wetzel WMA.  

FA7-12 Section 4.8.5.1, Seneca State Forest, has been updated to include the NPS’ 
comments regarding conversion.  Note that discussions regarding potentially 
reducing the construction workspace on the Seneca State Forest are still 
ongoing between Atlantic and the Forest.  We have recommended in the final 
EIS that Atlantic identify these locations prior to construction.   

Regarding the Allegheny Trail crossing, refer to the supplemental information 
filing provided by Atlantic to FERC on March 23, 2017, and appendix J of 
the final EIS.  FERC encourages the NPS to provide comments directly to 
Atlantic regarding the Allegheny Trail crossing.   

FA7-11 

FA7-12 
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FA7-13 Section 4.8.5.1, Lewis Wetzel WMA, has been revised to clarify that no 
permanent aboveground facilities associated with SHP would be installed on 
the WMA.  Atlantic and DETI would use the authority granted to it by the 
FERC and other applicable federal, state, and local permits and 
authorizations, should the project be approved.   

As listed in table 2.4-1, construction across the Lewis Wetzel WMA is 
proposed to occur between April 2018 and the fourth quarter of 2019.  
However, because construction cannot proceed without FERC and other 
applicable federal, state, and local permits, this schedule is subject to change.  

FERC encourages the NPS to provide comments directly to DETI regarding 
the Lewis Wetzel WMA crossing.   

FA7-14 Section 4.8.5.1, Seneca State Forest, has been revised to reflect the 
recommended edits.   

FA7-13 

FA7-14 
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FA8-1 Comment noted.  The final EIS has been revised to reflect Atlantic’s 
commitment to maintain a 50-foot-wide corridor during operation of the AP-
1 mainline. 

  
FA8-1 
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FA9-1 Section 4.8.5.2 has been updated to include information provided by the FWS 
regarding the James River WMA. 

  

FA9-1 
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 This attachment to comment letter FA9 has been reviewed by FERC staff and 
the information incorporated into the EIS as applicable. 

  



FEDERAL AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
FA9 – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (cont’d) 

Federal Agencies/Elected Officials 

Z-73 
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 This attachment to comment letter FA9 has been reviewed by FERC staff and 
the information incorporated into the EIS as applicable. 
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FA10-1 Comment noted. The appropriate federal and state agency would be 
consulted. 

FA10-2 While some information was still pending at the time of issuance of the draft 
EIS, the lack of this final information does not deprive the public of a 
meaningful opportunity to comment on a substantial adverse environmental 
effect of the projects or a feasible way to mitigate or avoid such effect.  The 
EIS includes sufficient detail to enable the reader to understand and consider 
the issues raised by the proposed projects and addresses a reasonable range of 
alternatives.  We also require that final surveys be completed and approved, 
and any additional mitigation measure that may be required because of those 
studies be implemented.   

FA10-3 Section 4.7.1.17 has been updated to reflect our determination that ACP is 
likely to adversely affect small whorled pogonia due to potential indirect 
impacts from sedimentation on individuals adjacent to the construction 
workspace. 

FA10-4 In section 4.7.1.15, we recommend that Atlantic assume presence of the James 
spinymussel in Mill Creek and implement the enhanced conservation 
measures described in section 4.7.1.  Section 4.7.1 recommends a condition 
that would require the construction of the projects not begin until the 
completion of all outstanding biological surveys and FERC’s completion of 
section 7 consultation with the FWS.  We will re-evaluate our determinations 
of effect for these species upon receipt on pending survey results and finalized 
conservation measures. 

FA10-5 Comment noted.  Section 4.7 has been updated with survey status provided 
by Atlantic and DETI on May 8, 2017.  Section 4.7.1 includes a 
recommendation that prior to construction of the projects Atlantic and DETI 
complete all outstanding biological surveys and wait for FERC’s completion 
of section 7 consultation with the FWS.  Section 4.7.1 has also been updated 
with enhanced conservation measures for special status species. Additional 
information regarding construction, access roads, communication towers, and 
stream/tributary crossings has been updated throughout section 4.7, and will 
be updated further pending receipt of more information from Atlantic and 
DETI. 

FA10-6 The referenced text has been revised to clarify that impacts on forested lands 
from construction and operation would be long-term to permanent. 

FA10-7 Comment noted. 
FA10-8 Comment noted.  Section 4.7 has been updated with survey status provided 

by Atlantic and DETI on May 8, 2017.  Section 4.7.1 includes a 
recommendation that prior to construction of the projects Atlantic and DETI 
complete all outstanding biological surveys and wait for FERC’s completion 
of section 7 consultation with the FWS.  Section 4.7.1 has also been updated 
with enhanced conservation measures for special status species. 

FA10-9 Section 1.2.2.4 has been revised to include the FWS, West Virginia Field 
Office, Virginia Field Office, and North Carolina Field Office.   

FA10-10 The construction rights-of-way as presented in table 2.2.2-1 for the AP-1 
mainline would be 125 feet wide in non-agricultural areas and 150 feet wide  

FA10-1 

FA10-2 

FA10-3 

FA10-4 

FA10-5 

FA10-6 

FA10-7 

FA10-8 

FA10-9 
FA10-10 
FA10-11 

FA10-12 

FA10-13 
FA10-14 
FA10-15 
FA10-16 
FA10-17 
FA10-18 

FA10-19 
FA10-20 
FA10-21 
FA10-22 
FA10-23 
FA10-24 
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FA10-10 
(cont’d) 

in agricultural areas, which would be required to accommodate additional 
spoil generated from the wider trench. 

FA10-11 The referenced ATWS would be located approximately 360 feet from the 
Little River.  Atlantic would implement sediment and erosion control measures 
to reduce potential impacts associated with the use of ATWS for the Little River 
HDD. 

FA10-12 Section 4.7.1 has been updated to include conservation measures related to 
water sources for hydrostatic testing. 

FA10-13 Section 4.7.1 has been updated with conservation measures related to ATWS 
setbacks.  

FA10-14 Permitting requirements related to HDD guidewires would be determined by 
the USACE.  Section 1.4 of the EIS provides a discussion of the major 
permits, authorizations, and consultations that are applicable for ACP and 
SHP. 

FA10-15 Table 2.3.3-1 has been revised to include Atlantic’s currently proposed 
HDDs. 

FA10-16 See the response to FA10-11. 

FA10-17 Comment noted.  Section 2.5.1 describes the environmental training program 
that would be implemented by Atlantic and DETI prior to construction.   

FA10-18 Analysis was completed by review of 1 meter LiDAR (see revised section 
4.1.2.3).  In addition, the final EIS text as well as tables 4.1.2-2 and 4.1.2-3 
have been updated to reflect current survey progress. 

FA10-19 Definition of high risk has been added to table 4.1.2-3. 

FA10-20 Bulleted text has been modified to include consultation with appropriate 
federal agency. 

FA10-21 “in depth” has been added to the referenced section in bulleted text. 

FA10-22 Comment noted. 

FA10-23 Agreed.  Section 4.1.4.2 has been revised to address this comment. 

FA10-24 Section 4.7.1 has been updated with enhanced conservation measures related 
to crossings at waterbodies containing special status species. 

FA10-25 Section 4.3.1.7 revised to remove the word “closely.” 

FA10-26 Section 4.3.1.7 revised to clarify open conduits. 

FA10-27 Section 4.7.1 has been updated with enhanced conservation measures related 
blasting.  Atlantic has committed to blasting in the dry-ditch crossing area. 

FA10-28 The list of waterbodies located within contractor and pipe yards is provided 
in appendix K.  We acknowledge stormwater and erosion control measures 
would be required, and that Atlantic would be required to comply with state 
and federal stormwater requirements.   

FA10-25 
FA10-26 
FA10-27 
FA10-28 

FA10-29 

FA10-30 

FA10-31 

FA10-32 
FA10-33 
FA10-34 
FA10-35 
FA10-36 
FA10-37 

FA10-38 

FA10-39 

FA10-40 

FA10-41 

FA10-42 

FA10-43 
FA10-44 
FA10-45 
FA10-46 

FA10-47 
FA10-48 
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FA10-29 We have recommended that the Neuse River be crossed by an HDD should a 

hydrofracture study indicate a low potential for an inadvertent release at this 
crossing. 

FA10-30 Section 4.7.1 has been updated with conservation measures related to ATWS 
setbacks.  

FA10-31 Table 4.3.2-7 has been updated to indicate that Mayo Creek would also be 
crossed by the James River HDD.  The hydrofracture risk is low. 

FA10-32 If an inadvertent return occurs, containment would be determined on a case-
by-case basis. 

FA10-33 Section 5 provides the conclusions of our analysis in section 4.  We will not 
delete our analysis in section 4. 

FA10-34 See response to comment FA10-27. 
FA10-35 Discharges would be directed to upland locations and would not reach 

receiving waters. 
FA10-36 The table identifies water sources.  Discharges would be directed to upland 

locations and would not reach receiving waters. 
FA10-37 Section 4.7.1 has been updated with conservation measures related to water 

withdrawals. We recommend in section 4.7.1 that Atlantic and DETI not 
exceed more than 10 percent instantaneous flow during water withdrawal at 
ESA waterbodies. 

FA10-38 Section 4.7.1 has been updated with conservation measures related to 
additives in municipal water sources. 

FA10-39 The table has been updated to reflect information that was filed after the draft 
EIS was issued. 

FA10-40 That statement filed by Atlantic and DETI is inaccurate.  As stated in the 
section 4.3.2.7 and as presented in appendix K, Atlantic and DETI propose to 
withdraw water from sensitive waterbodies.  As such, we recommend 
conservation measures in section 4.7.1 to reduce or avoid impacts on sensitive 
species during water withdrawal in ESA waterbodies. 

FA10-41 Comment noted. 
FA10-42 Comment noted. 
FA10-43 Comment noted. 
FA10-44 Section 4.5.3 has been updated with Atlantic’s and DETI’s Migratory Bird 

Plan (see table 2.3.1-1) filed with the FERC on May 5, 2017.  
FA10-45 Table 4.6.1-1 has been updated to remove pigfish. 
FA10-46 Section 4.6.1 and appendix K have been updated to reflect the waterbodies 

that are located within the vicinity of aboveground facilities.  Refer to 
appendix K for a complete list of waterbodies affected by both pipeline and 
aboveground facility components.  

FA10-47 This citation and reference has been updated throughout the final EIS. 

FA10-49 

FA10-50 
FA10-51 
FA10-52 

FA10-53 
FA10-54 
FA10-55 
FA10-56 

FA10-57 
FA10-58 

FA10-59 
FA10-60 

FA10-61 

FA10-62 

FA10-63 

FA10-64 

FA10-65 
FA10-66 
FA10-67 
FA10-68 
FA10-69 
FA10-70 

FA10-71 
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FA10-48 Comment noted.  In the introduction in section 4.7.1 and throughout the 
discussion we note that the we will re-evaluate our determination for these 
species upon receipt on pending survey results and finalized conservation 
measures. 

FA10-49 See response to comment FA10-4. 

FA10-50 Table 4.7.1-1 and section 4.7.1.16 have been updated to reflect the rusty 
patched bumble bee’s new status under the ESA. 

FA10-51 Sections 4.7.1.1 through 4.7.1.4 have been updated to include a reference to 
Atlantic’s and DETI’s Fire Prevention and Suppression Plan and Open 
Burning Plan (see table 2.3.1-1) that incorporate applicable state burning 
regulations.  

FA10-52 Section 4.7.1.3 has been updated to include this information. 

FA10-53 Table 4.7.1-5 has been updated with the known Indiana bat hibernacula 
located within 5 miles of ACP provided in the January 27, 2017 Applicant-
Prepared draft BA. 

FA10-54 This sentence has been removed and additional information from cited 
sources has been included in section 4.7.1.3. 

FA10-55 Updated acoustic and mist-net survey data for the Indiana bat are provided in 
table 4.7.1-4. 

FA10-56 Comment noted.  As discussed in the updated section 4.7.1.4, we will now 
proceed under standard consultation for the northern long-eared bat. 

FA10-57 Comment noted.  Long-leaf pine and wiregrass communities were identified 
in two potential foraging habitat locations for red-cockaded woodpecker in 
Cumberland County between AP-1 MPs 156.5 and 156.9; no nesting sites 
were located within 0.5 mile of these locations.  Atlantic does not plan to 
replace these two areas of long-leaf pine and wiregrass communities. 

FA10-58 Section 4.7.1.15 and appendix K have been updated to indicate the presence 
of clubshell mussels in Hacker’s Creek, West Virginia. 

FA10-59 Section 4.7.1.15 and appendix K have been updated to indicate the presence 
of snuffbox mussel (not clubshell mussel) in McElroy Creek. 

FA10-60 Section 4.7.1.15 has been updated to note that the green floater mussel is 
known throughout the Greenbrier watershed. 

FA10-61 Section 4.6.4 provides a detailed discussion of the potential impacts on 
aquatic resources associated with increased sedimentation from the 
construction and use of access roads, and runoff from the adjacent 
construction workspace.  Section 4.6.4 also describes the mitigation measures 
that Atlantic and DETI would incorporate to minimize these impacts, 
including the use of compost filter socks at the edges of the construction 
workspace and access roads within 300 feet of ESA sensitive waterbodies, 
implementation of sediment and erosion control measures on access roads 
identified in the field as having significant erosion potential within 0.25 mile 
of ESA sensitive waterbodies, and construction in accordance with state 

FA10-72 

FA10-73 
FA10-74 

FA10-75 
FA10-76 

FA10-77 
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NPDES permits.  Atlantic and DETI would also implement the enhanced 
conservation measures at ESA sensitive waterbodies as described in appendix 
K.  We have recommended that Atlantic and DETI implement these enhanced 
conservation measures at the waterbodies where ESA-listed, proposed, or 
under review species were documented during ACP or SHP surveys, and 
where presence is assumed based on agency data, in addition to perennial 
tributaries to these designated waterbodies within 1 mile where construction 
activities are also proposed (see section 4.7.1) to address potential 
downstream impacts.  

FA10-62 As discussed in sections 2.2.5 and 4.6.4, approximately 81 percent of the 
proposed access roads are existing roads that can accommodate construction 
traffic without modification or improvement; therefore, the majority of access 
roads would not require in-stream activity. 

FA10-63 Section 4.7 has been updated with survey status provided by Atlantic and 
DETI on May 8, 2017; surveys for ESA-listed plants are not complete. 

FA10-64 Section 4.7.1 includes Atlantic’s commitment to avoid grubbing within 50 
feet of ESA sensitive waterbodies from November 15-April 1.  These 
waterbodies are indicated in appendix K and include waterbodies where ESA-
listed, proposed, or under review species were documented during surveys or 
where presence is assumed based on agency data.  We have also 
recommended that these measures be applied in perennial tributaries within 1 
mile of these designated waterbodies where construction activities are also 
proposed (see appendix K) 

FA10-65 Table 4.8.5-3 has been revised to reflect the commentor’s edit. 

FA10-66 Comment noted. 

FA10-67 Atlantic’s and DETI’s Migratory Bird Plan (see table 2.3.1-1) and section 
4.5.3.5 have been updated to include a discussion of the potential impacts 
associated with proposed communication towers on migratory birds, and the 
conservation measures that Atlantic and DETI would implement to mitigate 
those impacts.  Atlantic has committed to not using guy wires for new tower 
and construction support, and for towers more than 199 feet tall, would use 
low intensity lighting with minimum number, minimum intensity, and 
minimum number of flashes per minute allowable by the FAA. 

FA10-68 Refer to table 4.7.1-1, appendix R, and appendix S for a list of ESA-listed, 
proposed, and under review species; FS-managed species; and state-listed and 
special concern species.   

FA10-69 We have reviewed the workspace requests and find them acceptable.   

FA10-70 The referenced text has been revised for clarification. 

FA10-71 See response to comment FA10-57. 

FA10-72 Comment noted.  Section 4.5.6 provides an updated forest fragmentation 
analysis based on data sets recommended by the WVDNR. 

FA10-73 See response to comment FA10-3. 

FA10-74 Comment noted.  As described in section 4.7.1, Atlantic and DETI have 
committed to implementing measures, such as installation of OHV barriers, 
to deter OHV access along the pipeline right-of-way and access roads.  At key 
crossing locations, such as ESA sensitive waterbodies, site-specific OHV 
blocking measures would be developed in consultation with the land-
managing agencies and adjacent private landowners, as appropriate.  

FA10-75 In non-HDD waterbodies, Atlantic and DETI would remove aquatic species 
at ESA sensitive waterbodies according to the FWS and state mussel 
relocation protocols, Atlantic’s Virginia Fish Relocation Plan and North 
Carolina Revised Fish and Other Aquatic Taxa Collection and Relocation 
Protocol for Instream Construction Activities (see table 2.3.1-1).  In addition, 
as described in section 2.5, Atlantic and DETI would employ EIs and FERC 
third-party monitors that would be onsite during construction activities and 
would have stop work authority. 

FA10-76 We agree.  Section 2.4 has been revised to include a recommended condition 
that Atlantic and DETI file with the Secretary detailed environmental 
constraints maps, by county, illustrating the updated avoidance and 
minimization measures identified by the resource agencies, including TOYR, 
and that Atlantic and DETI have committed to along the ACP and SHP routes.   

FA10-77 Comment noted. Section 4.7.1 has been updated with the information 
provided in the 1/27/17 Applicant-Prepared draft BA, and additional 
consultation between the FERC, FWS, and NOAA Fisheries. 
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FA11-1 Comment noted.  Section 2.4 has been revised to remove the condition related 
to completion of the BRP/ANST HDD or contingency crossing prior to the 
start of construction on NFS lands. 

  

FA11-1 
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NAT1-1 In no public notice issued by the FERC notifying stakeholders of scoping or 
draft EIS comment meetings and sessions was the meeting referred to as a 
“hearing.”  The format of the scoping and draft EIS comment meetings and 
sessions was consistent with FERC’s most recent public outreach efforts.   

NAT1-2 A copy of the draft EIS was sent to about 9,800 parties on the environmental 
mailing list and was available for viewing via the FERC’s eLibrary 
(Accession No. 20161230-4000).  

Surveys for archaeological resources are protected by law and not available 
for public review.  Specific agency personnel (e.g., State Historic Preservation 
Office) are responsible for the review of cultural resources survey reports.   

NAT1-3 Comment noted.  

NAT1-4 We asked Atlantic to reach out to the Lumbee Tribe and other North Carolina 
tribes.  Sections 4.10.4, 4.10.5, and 4.10.7 have been revised to include 
discussions of Atlantic’s consultations with additional Native American 
tribes.  

NAT1-5 Section 4.3 includes our analysis of impacts on aquifers. 

NAT1-1 

NAT1-2 
NAT1-3 

NAT1-4 

NAT1-5 
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NAT2-1 FS response:  The opposition to the project is noted.  

NAT2-2 FS response:  The FS continues to work with Atlantic to incorporate design 
features, mitigation measures, and monitoring procedures to minimize the 
effects on national forest resources, as described in the COM Plan, appendix 
G and/or the FS SUP, if issued.  Atlantic has conducted cultural resource 
surveys of areas that would be impacted by the project.  The results of the 
surveys and disclosure of effects are described in section 4.10.6 of the EIS. 

  

  

  

NAT2-1 

NAT2-2 



NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES COMMENTS 
NAT2 – Monacan Indian Nation (cont’d) 

Native American Tribes Comments 

Z-87 

 

  

  

  

  

  



NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES COMMENTS 
NAT3 – Coharie Intra-Tribal Council, Inc. 

Native American Tribes Comments 

Z-88 

 

NAT3-1 See the response to comment NAT1-4. 

  

  

  

  

NAT3-1 



NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES COMMENTS 
NAT4 – Haliwa-Saponi Indian Tribe 

Native American Tribes Comments 

Z-89 

 

NAT4-1 See the responses to comments NAT4-3 through NAT4-6, below. 

  

  

  

  

NAT4-1 



NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES COMMENTS  
NAT4 – Haliwa-Saponi Indian Tribe (cont’d) 

Native American Tribes Comments 

Z-90 

 

NAT4-2 See the response to comment NAT1-4. 

  

  

  

  

NAT4-1 
(cont’d) 

NAT4-2 



NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES COMMENTS  
NAT4 – Haliwa-Saponi Indian Tribe (cont’d) 

Native American Tribes Comments 

Z-91 

 

NAT4-3 See the response to comment NAT1-4.  Section 4.9.9 includes our updated 
analysis of impacts on environmental justice communities.   

NAT4-3 



NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES COMMENTS  
NAT4 – Haliwa-Saponi Indian Tribe (cont’d) 

Native American Tribes Comments 

Z-92 

 

NAT4-4 As described in section 4.12.1 of the EIS, DOT regulations require that 
Atlantic and DETI establish and maintain a liaison with appropriate fire, 
police, and public officials and to coordinate mutual assistance and ensure 
that these services have the equipment and training necessary to respond to 
any emergencies related to ACP and SHP.  Atlantic and DETI would 
communicate with emergency responders on an annual basis.  Atlantic and 
DETI would also establish a continuing education program to enable 
customers, the public, government officials, and those engaged in excavation 
activities to recognize a natural gas pipeline emergency and report it to 
appropriate public officials. 

NAT4-5 Sections 4.10.4 and 4.10.7 have been revised regarding tribal contact 
following unanticipated discoveries.   

  

  

  

NAT4-4 

NAT4-5 



NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES COMMENTS  
NAT4 – Haliwa-Saponi Indian Tribe (cont’d) 

Native American Tribes Comments 

Z-93 

 

NAT4-6 We do not anticipate the impacts would be greater than those discussed in the 
EIS. 

  

  

  

  

NAT4-5 
(cont’d) 

NAT4-6 



NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES COMMENTS  
NAT4 – Haliwa-Saponi Indian Tribe (cont’d) 

Native American Tribes Comments 

Z-94 

 

  

  

  

  

  

NAT4-6 
(cont’d) 



NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES COMMENTS 
NAT5 – Triangle Native American Society 

Native American Tribes Comments 

Z-95 

 

NAT5-1 See the responses to comments NAT1-4 and NAT4-5. 

  

  

  

  

NAT5-1 



NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES COMMENTS 
NAT5 – Triangle Native American Society (cont’d) 

Native American Tribes Comments 

Z-96 

 

NAT5-2 Currently, archaeological monitors are not required during construction.  
Atlantic’s and DETI’s EIs, and our third-party compliance monitors, would 
receive training in cultural resources recognition prior to construction.  In 
addition, Atlantic and DETI would implement the measures in their 
Unanticipated Discovery Plans during project activities in the event cultural 
resources are discovered during construction. 

NAT5-3 Comment noted.  

  

  

  

NAT5-1 
(cont’d) 

NAT5-2 

NAT5-3 



NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES COMMENTS 
NAT6 – Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina  

Native American Tribes Comments 

Z-97 

 

NAT6-1 See the response to comment NAT1-4.  

  

  

  

  

NAT6-1 



NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES COMMENTS 
NAT6 – Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina (cont’d) 

Native American Tribes Comments 

Z-98 

 

  

  

  

  

  

NAT6-1 
(cont’d) 



NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES COMMENTS 
NAT7 – Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina 

Native American Tribes Comments 

Z-99 

 

  

  

  

  

  



NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES COMMENTS 
NAT7 – Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina (cont’d) 

Native American Tribes Comments 

Z-100 

 

NAT7-1 See the response to comment NAT4-3.  Section 4.9.9 includes our analysis of 
impacts on environmental justice communities.   

  

  

  

  

NAT7-1 



NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES COMMENTS 
NAT7 – Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina (cont’d) 

Native American Tribes Comments 

Z-101 

 

NAT7-2 See the response to comment NAT4-4. 

NAT7-3 See the response to comment NAT1-4. 

  

  

  
NAT7-2 

NAT7-3 



NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES COMMENTS 
NAT7 – Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina (cont’d) 

Native American Tribes Comments 

Z-102 

 

  

  

  

  

  

NAT7-3 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA1 – Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation – Division of Natural Heritage 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-103 

 

SA1-1 Information regarding the planned hydrologic study for the Handsom-Gum 
and Emporia Powerline Bog Conservation Site has been incorporated into 
section 4.4.2.2. 

SA1-1  



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA1 – Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation – Division of Natural Heritage (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-104 

SA1-1 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA2 – North Carolina General Assembly, Representative Bobbie Richardson 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-105 

  
SA2-1 Comment noted. 

 

 

 

SA2-1 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA3 – West Virginia Division of Culture and History 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-106 

  
SA3-1 Comment noted. 

 

SA3-1 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA4 – Virginia Department of Transportation 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-107 

  
SA4-1 Section 4.9.6 has been revised to acknowledge ongoing communications and 

commitments between Atlantic and VDOT regarding these comments and 
conditions. 

 

SA4-1 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA4 – Virginia Department of Transportation (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-108 

  
SA4-2 See the response to comment SA4-1. 

 

SA4-1 
(cont’d) 

SA4-2 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA5 – West Virginia Division of Natural Resources – Wildlife Resources Section 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-109 

  
  

 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA5 – West Virginia Division of Natural Resources – Wildlife Resources Section (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-110 

  
SA5-1 The referenced text has been revised. 

SA5-2 Comment noted. 

SA5-3 HEA are a means to determine the amount of compensatory restoration 
required to provide services that are equivalent to the interim loss of natural 
resource services following an injury.  HEAs are used by the FWS as one of 
many conservation measures that may be used to mitigate impacts on 
migratory birds and threatened and endangered species; it is important to note 
that HEAs are a voluntary measure.  Atlantic and DETI will no longer be 
conducting an HEA with the FWS for ACP or SHP. 

SA5-4 Although we agree that compensatory mitigation is one way to offset the 
impacts resulting from forest loss and fragmentation, there are other measures 
described in sections 4.4.6 and 4.5.6 that would reduce fragmentation and 
edge effects.  Additional measures would also be applied on NFS lands as 
discussed in sections 4.4.8 and 4.5.9.  Atlantic is required to obtain the 
necessary permits and authorizations required to construct and operate the 
project.  As such, to the extent the state has regulatory authority and 
permitting jurisdiction for these features, Atlantic would consult with the 
WVDNR.  The WVDNR would have the opportunity to review Atlantic’s 
proposed crossings during the permitting process and, if necessary, identify 
additional mitigation measures beyond those proposed.    

SA5-5 Section 1.2.2.6 has been revised to reflect the commentor’s statements. 

SA5-6 Comment noted. 

SA5-7 Comment noted.  The referenced section has been revised to include 
contacting appropriate state agencies. 

SA5-8 Comment noted. 

SA5-9 The referenced section has been updated with the revised interior forest 
fragmentation analysis by state.  

 

SA5-1 

SA5-2 
SA5-3 
SA5-4 

SA5-5 

SA5-6 
SA5-7 

SA5-8 

SA5-9 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA5 – West Virginia Division of Natural Resources – Wildlife Resources Section (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-111 

  
SA5-10 The referenced section has been updated with the revised interior forest 

fragmentation analysis by state. 

SA5-11 The referenced section has been revised. 

SA5-12 This section has been removed for consistency; refer to appendix S-1 for 
information on the cheat minnow. 

SA5-13 Atlantic has committed to no longer use Big Spring Fork or the unnamed 
tributaries to Big Spring Fork for water withdrawal, and would adhere to the 
trout TOYR for any instream activities.  The referenced text has been revised 
accordingly.  

SA5-14 Sections 4.7.1.1, 4.7.1.2, 4.7.1.3, and 4.7.1.4 have been revised to include a 
reference to Atlantic’s and DETI’s Open Burning Plan, which follows the 
state and federal regulations, and includes protocols for coordinating with 
state and federal forests. 

SA5-15 Section 4.1.17.1 has been updated to include this information. 

SA5-16 Section 4.1.17.1 has been updated to include this information. 

SA5-17 Section 4.7.4 and appendix K include a recommendation for DETI to 
coordinate with the WVDNR to determine whether mussel surveys are needed 
at the South Fork Fishing Creek permanent access road crossing (TL-635 MP 
33.5). 

Water withdrawal is no longer proposed at the Greenbrier River.  We 
recommend in section 4.7.1 and appendix K that Atlantic implement the 
FWS’ enhanced conservations measures for ESA sensitive waterbodies, 
including the Greenbrier River.  This would include preparing and submitted 
a site-specific blasting plan to the FWS and appropriate state agency for 
review and concurrence 30 days prior to initiating instream activities, as 
described in section 4.7.1. 

SA5-18 Section 4.5.6 includes a discussion of interior forest fragmentation.  The link 
to the updated version of the Migratory Bird Plan is provided in table 2.3.1-1. 

SA5-19 Section 4.8.5.1 has been revised to include the commentor’s statements.   

SA5-20 The WVDNR’s comments related to Atlantic’s and DETI’s construction plans 
are noted. 

 

SA5-10 

SA5-11 

SA5-12 
SA5-13 

SA5-14 
SA5-15 

SA5-17 

SA5-18 

SA5-19 

SA5-20 

SA5-16 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA6 – North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-112 

  
  

 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA6 – North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-113 

  
SA6-1 The comments related to the NCDEQ, Division of Water Resources 

permitting requirements are noted. 

A list of major environmental permits, approvals, and consultations that are 
applicable for ACP and SHP is provided in table 1.4-1.  As discussed in 
section 1.4, Atlantic and DETI would be responsible for obtaining all 
applicable permits and approvals required to construct and operate ACP and 
SHP, regardless of whether they appear in this table.   

 

SA6-1 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA6 – North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-114 

  
  

 SA6-1 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA6 – North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-115 

  
SA6-2 See response to comment SA6-1. 

SA6-3 See response to comment SA6-1. 

SA6-4 See response to comment SA6-1.  

SA6-5 Authorization to discharge back to a receiving water would be determined and 
authorized through the state permit process; therefore, we cannot clarify this 
further until the state permit is issued. 

 

SA6-2 

SA6-3 

SA6-4 

SA6-5 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA6 – North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-116 

  
SA6-6 See response to comment SA6-1. 

SA6-6 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA6 – North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-117 

  
SA6-7 The EIS was prepared in accordance with NEPA, CEQ guidelines, and other 

applicable requirements.  The EIS is consistent with FERC style, formatting, 
and policy regarding NEPA evaluation of alternatives and different types of 
impacts, including cumulative impacts for a linear “corridor-type” 
project.  Indirect effects to the extent known were considered in the 
cumulative impacts analysis.  With regards to additional infrastructure, 
economic impacts, and population growth, etc., while these could be 
considered reasonably foreseeable, the timing, location, and extent of these 
factors is highly speculative.  For example, the existing infrastructure may be 
able to accommodate with little to no modification (and impact on the 
environment) the new and increased access to energy realized by the 
project.  Further, where these growth areas might occur, and how much 
additional growth relative to what infrastructure already exists is not known 
in enough detail to speculate what environmental impacts may result.   

As explained in section 4.13, FERC considers in its cumulative impacts 
analysis projects of comparable magnitude, projects that would occur during 
the same general timeframe as the proposed project (regardless of size), and 
projects that affect similar resources within the same defined geographic area 
of scope.  We do not deny that a pipeline project such as the ACP and SHP 
could have an indirect or secondary impact later in time.  However, when and 
if these additional activities or projects occur, they would be the result of 
many factors, not just the pipeline project, and would be subject to an 
environmental review by the federal, state, or local agency permitting their 
activity when they are identified as needed.  

SA6-7 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA6 – North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-118 

  
SA6-8 We believe the methodology used in our environmental justice assessment, 

which looked at census tract data for census tracts within 1 mile of the pipeline 
centerline and all aboveground facilities, is adequate to address NEPA and 
EO 12898. 

SA6-9 Sections 4.10.4, 4.10.5, and 4.10.7 have been updated with additional 
discussion of the referenced tribes. 

SA6-8 

SA6-9 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA6 – North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-119 

  
SA6-10 The comments related to the NCDEQ, Division of Energy, Mineral, and Land 

Resources permitting requirements are noted.  See also the response to 
comment SA6-1. 

SA6-10 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA6 – North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-120 

  
SA6-11 Comment noted.   

SA6-11 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA6 – North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-121 

  
SA6-12 Comment noted.  Atlantic would be responsible for complying with the 

applicable regulations and acquiring the appropriate permits associated with 
the removal of hazardous wastes generated by construction and operation of 
the project. 

SA6-12 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA6 – North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-122 

  
SA6-13 The comments related permitting requirements from the NCDEQ, 

Fayetteville and Raleigh Regional Offices are noted.  See also the response to 
comment SA6-1. 

 

SA6-13 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA6 – North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-123 

  
  

 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA6 – North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-124 

  
  



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA6 – North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-125 

  
  



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA6 – North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-126 

  
  



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA7 – North Carolina House of Representatives, Representative John D. Szoka 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-127 

  
SA7-1 We believe the proposed route is environmentally acceptable and meets the 

purpose and need of the project. 

 

 

SA7-1 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA7 – North Carolina House of Representatives, Representative John D. Szoka (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-128 

  
  

 
SA7-1 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA7 – North Carolina House of Representatives, Representative John D. Szoka (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-129 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-130 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-131 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-132 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-133 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-134 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-135 

  
SA8-1 Section 4.6.5 has been updated with the new interior forest habitat 

fragmentation analysis based on the current version of the pipeline route.  
Note that because approximately 80 percent of the access roads proposed for 
ACP would be existing access roads, the direct interior forest loss provided in 
section 4.6.5 is less than that provided by the VDEQ in its February 16, 2017 
“Impacts of the Proposed Atlantic Coast Pipeline on Virginia’s Forests and 
Mitigation Recommendations,” as this analysis appears to have included all 
access roads. 

Interior forest habitat is not generally protected as a sensitive resource in the 
ACP project area, although there may be specific interior vegetation 
community types that are protected as described in section 4.4.  HEAs are a 
means to determine the amount of compensatory restoration required to 
provide services that are equivalent to the interim loss of natural resource 
services following an injury. HEAs are used by the FWS as one of many 
conservation measures that may be used to mitigate impacts to migratory birds 
and threatened and endangered species; it is important to note that HEAs are 
a voluntary measure.  Although we agree that compensatory mitigation is one 
way to offset the impacts resulting from forest loss and fragmentation, there 
are other measures described in sections 4.4.6 and 4.5.6 that would reduce 
fragmentation and edge effects.  Additional measures would be applied on 
NFS lands as discussed in sections 4.4.8 and 4.5.9.  Atlantic is required to 
obtain the necessary permits and authorizations required to construct and 
operate the project.  As such, to the extent the state has regulatory authority 
and permitting jurisdiction for these features, Atlantic would consult with the 
VDEQ.  The VDEQ would have the opportunity to review Atlantic’s 
proposed crossings during the permitting process and, if necessary, identify 
additional mitigation measures beyond those proposed.    

SA8-2 Recommendation noted.  Section 4.1.4.4 includes a discussion of acid 
producing rock and soils, including measures that Atlantic would implement 
to reduce potential impacts.  See also the responses to comment SA8-3 and 
related comment SA8-141 in attachment B of your letter. 

SA8-3 Atlantic is required to obtain the necessary permits and authorizations 
required to construct and operate the project.  As such, to the extent the state 
has regulatory authority and permitting jurisdiction for these features, Atlantic 
would consult with the appropriate Commonwealth of Virginia agency.  The 
Commonwealth of Virginia would have the opportunity to review Atlantic’s 
proposed crossings during the permitting process and, if necessary, identify 
additional mitigation measures beyond those proposed. 

  

 

SA8-1  

SA8-2 

SA8-3 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-136 

  
SA8-4 See the response to comment SA8-3. 

SA8-5 See the response to comment SA8-3. 

SA8-6 We concur that water withdrawal rates should be managed and expect that 
water use would be addressed through each state water use permit process.  
See also the response to comment SA8-3. 

 SA8-3 
(cont’d) 

SA8-4 

SA8-5 

SA8-6 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-137 

  
SA8-7 Comment noted.  Section 4.1.2.3 has been revised to recommend that Atlantic 

provide the results of a fracture trace/lineament analysis, along with 
evaluation of existing dye trace study results, prior to construction.   

SA8-8 As discussed in section 1.4, Atlantic and DETI would be responsible for 
obtaining all permits and approvals required to construct and operate ACP 
and SHP.  Further, as would be required in recommended Environmental 
Condition No. 5, each request for facility project changes would require a 
statement whether any cultural resources or federally threatened or 
endangered species would be affected, which would include proof that the 
necessary state and federal consultations have been completed regarding those 
resources. 

SA8-9 See the response to comment SA8-3. 

SA8-10 See the response to comment SA8-3. 

SA8-11 See the response to comment SA8-3.  

 

SA8-6 
(cont’d) 

SA8-7 

SA8-8 

SA8-9 

SA8-10 

SA8-11 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-138 

  
SA8-12 Comments noted.  See also the responses to comments SA8-177 and SA8-

191. 

SA8-13 See the responses to comment letter LA5. 

SA8-14 See the responses to comments SA8-124 through SA8-126. 

 

SA8-12 

SA8-13 

SA8-14 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-139 

  
SA8-15 Comment noted.  We do not believe the contractor yard would affect 

Hamilton Branch.  See also the response to comment SA8-145. 

SA8-16 See section 4.5.6 for an updated discussion of interior forest fragmentation.  
See also the responses to comments SA8-213 and SA8-207. 

SA8-17 Comment noted.  See also the response to related comment SA8-171 in 
attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-18 See the response to related comment SA8-111 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-19 Comment noted.  See also the response to related comment SA8-114 in 
attachment B of your letter.   

 

SA8-15 

SA8-16 

SA8-17 

SA8-18 

SA8-19 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-140 

  
SA8-20 Comment noted.  See also the response to related comment SA8-112 in 

attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-21 Comment noted.  See also the response to related comment SA8-113 in 
attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-22 See the response to comment SA8-3.  See also the response to related 
comment SA8-120 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-23 See the response to related comment SA8-133 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-24 See the response to comment SA8-3.  See also the response to related 
comment SA8-181 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-25 See the response to comment SA8-3.  See also the response to related 
comment SA8-218 in attachment B of your letter.   

 

SA8-19 
(cont’d) 

SA8-20 

SA8-21 

SA8-22 

SA8-23 

SA8-24 

SA8-25 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-141 

  
SA8-26 See the response to related comment SA8-174 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-27 See the response to related comment SA8-144 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-28 Comment noted.  See also the response to related comment SA8-214 in 
attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-29 See the response to related comment SA8-196 in attachment B of your letter.   

 

SA8-26 

SA8-27 

SA8-28 

SA8-29 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-142 

  
SA8-30 Section 4.7.1 includes our recommendation that Atlantic complete all 

outstanding biological surveys prior to beginning construction.  Table 4.7.1-
1 provides a summary of survey completion for each species. 

SA8-31 Comment noted.  See also the response to related comment SA8-217 in 
attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-32 See the responses to related comments SA8-196 through SA8-211 in 
attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-33 See the response to related comment SA8-197 through SA8-200 in attachment 
B of your letter.   

 

SA8-29 
(cont’d) 
 

SA8-30 

SA8-31 

SA8-32 

SA8-33 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-143 

  
SA8-34 See the responses to related comments SA8-201 through SA8-209 in 

attachment B of your letter.   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-34 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 
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SA8-35 Atlantic is required to obtain the necessary permits and authorizations 

required to construct and operate the project.  As such, to the extent the state 
has regulatory authority and permitting jurisdiction for these features, Atlantic 
would consult with the appropriate Commonwealth of Virginia agency.  The 
Commonwealth of Virginia would have the opportunity to review Atlantic’s 
proposed crossings during the permitting process and, if necessary, identify 
additional mitigation measures beyond that proposed.  Nonetheless, the final 
EIS has been updated to recommend that Atlantic and DETI consult with the 
VDEQ regarding the Contaminated Media Plan prior to construction.  See 
also the response to related comment SA8-154 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-36 See the responses to related comments SA8-166 and SA8-167 in attachment 
B of your letter.  Atlantic is required to obtain the necessary permits and 
authorizations required to construct and operate the project.  As such, to the 
extent the state has regulatory authority and permitting jurisdiction for these 
features, Atlantic would consult with the VDCR.  The VDCR would have the 
opportunity to review Atlantic’s proposed crossings during the permitting 
process and, if necessary, identify additional mitigation measures beyond 
those proposed.    
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SA8-37 See the response to related comment SA8-142 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-38 See the response to related comment SA8-142 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-39 See the response to related comment SA8-142 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-40 See the response to related comment SA8-142 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-41 See the response to related comment SA8-142 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-42 See the response to related comment SA8-212 in attachment B of your letter.   
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SA8-43 See the response to related comment SA8-212 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-44 See also the responses to comment SA8-3 and related comment SA8-143 in 
attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-45 See the response to related comment SA8-220 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-46 See the responses to related comments SA8-221 and SA8-222 in attachment 
B of your letter.   

SA8-47 See the response to related comment SA8-223 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-48 See the response to related comment SA8-224 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-49 Supply chain management analysis of the applicant’s Environmental 
Management System as it relates to recycling of materials, etc. is outside the 
scope of this EIS.  See also the response to related comment SA8-164 in 
attachment B of your letter.   
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SA8-50 Comment noted.  See the responses to comment SA8-3 and related comment 

SA8-228 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-51 Comment noted.  See the responses to comment SA8-3, comment letter LA5, 
and related comments SA8-239 and SA8-140 in attachment B of your letter. 

 

SA8-49 
(cont’d) 

SA8-50 

SA8-51 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-149 

  
SA8-52 The most recent and reliable GIS data of the project are available from 

Atlantic, not FERC. 

SA8-53 See the response to related comment SA8-151 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-54 See the response to related comment SA8-179 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-55 Section 4.7.1 includes our recommendations for Atlantic and DETI to analyze 
alternatives and conservation measures for withdrawals from and discharges 
into ESA sensitive waterbodies.  See also the response to related comment 
SA8-184 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-56 Section 4.7.1 includes our recommendation that Atlantic complete all 
outstanding biological surveys and that FERC complete any necessary section 
7 consultation with the FWS prior to Atlantic beginning construction. 
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SA8-57 Atlantic and DETI would only maintain a 50-foot-wide permanent right-of-

way along both ACP and SHP.  No tree clearing would be conducted within 
150 feet of active maternity roost trees at any time, if maternity roosts are 
identified in 2017 surveys.  See also the response to related comment SA8-
191 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-58 See the response to related comment SA8-194 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-59 See the response to related comment SA8-195 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-60 Sections 4.6 and 4.7 have been updated to include this information.  See also 
the response to related comment SA8-191 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-61 See the responses to comment SA4-1 and related comment SA8-244 in 
attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-62 Recommendation noted.  See also the response to related comment SA8-110 
in attachment B of your letter.    

 

SA8-56 
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SA8-63 Comment noted.  See also the response to related comment SA8-135 in 

attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-64 Comment noted.  See also the response to related comment SA8-250 in 
attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-65 Comment noted.  See also the response to related comment SA8-250 in 
attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-66 See the response to related comment SA8-184 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-67 See the response to related comment SA8-248 in attachment B of your letter.   
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SA8-68 See the response to related comment SA8-247 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-69 Comments noted.  See the responses to comment SA8-3, and related comment 
SA8-118 in attachment B of your letter.    

SA8-70 See the responses to comment SA8-3, and related comments SA8-128, SA8-
129, and SA8-134 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-71 Comment noted.  See also the response to related comment SA8-130 in 
attachment B of your letter.   
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SA8-72 See the response to related comment SA8-236 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-73 See the response to related comment SA8-234 in attachment B of your letter.   
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SA8-74 See the responses to related comments SA8-197 through SA8-209 in 

attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-75 Atlantic would adhere to the FERC’s Plan and Procedures, as well as the 
measures identified in Atlantic’s Restoration and Rehabilitation Plan, during 
and after construction.  During construction, erosion control devices would be 
required to be maintained and would be inspected by EIs and compliance 
monitors to promote control of sedimentation.  Also, Atlantic would be 
required to restore all disturbed areas following construction unless otherwise 
requested by the landowner or land-managing agency.  See also the response 
to related comment SA8-168 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-76 See the responses to comment SA8-3 and related comment SA8-119 in 
attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-77 See the response to related comment SA8-165 in attachment B of your letter.   
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SA8-78 Comment noted.  See also the response to related comment SA8-210 in 

attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-79 See the response to related comment SA8-152 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-80 Section 4.11.1 includes our analysis on air quality and states that Atlantic and 
DETI would comply with all applicable air quality permitting requirements, 
as well as any open burning and fugitive dust regulations.  See also the 
response to related comment SA8-162 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-81 The comments related to FAA permitting requirements are noted.  See the 
responses to comments SA8-3 and SA6-1, and related comment SA8-228 in 
attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-82 Comment noted.  See also the response to related comment SA8-122 in 
attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-83 Comment noted.  See also the response to related comment SA8-146 in 
attachment B of your letter.   
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SA8-84 See the responses to comment SA8-3 and related comment SA8-123 in 

attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-85 See the responses to comment SA8-3 and related comment SA8-168a in 
attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-86 See the response to related comment SA8-177 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-87 See the response to related comment SA8-244 and SA4-1 in attachment B of 
your letter.  See the response to comment SA4-1. 

SA8-88 See the response to related comment SA8-174 in attachment B of your letter.   
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SA8-89 See the responses to related comments SA8-104, SA8-159, and SA8-161 in 

attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-90 Comment noted.  See also the response to related comment SA8-211 in 
attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-91 See the responses to related comments SA8-235 and SA8-215 in attachment 
B of your letter.   
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SA8-92 See the responses to comment SA8-3 and related comment SA8-153 in 

attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-93 Section 4.1.5 has been revised to include a recommendation that Atlantic and 
DETI file a Plan for Discovery of Unanticipated Paleontological Resources.  
See also the response to related comment SA8-227 in attachment B of your 
letter.   

SA8-94 See the responses to related comments SA8-248 and SA8-201 in attachment 
B of your letter.   

SA8-95 See the response to related comment SA8-174 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-96 Comment noted.  See also the response to related comment SA8-175 in 
attachment B of your letter.   
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SA8-97 See the responses to comment SA4-1 and related comment SA8-245 in 

attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-98 Comment noted.  See also the responses to related comments SA8-117 and 
SA8-127 in attachment B of your letter.    

SA8-99 See the responses to comment SA8-3 and related comment SA8-131 in 
attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-100 Comment noted.  See also the response to related comment SA8-192 in 
attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-101 See the responses to comment SA8-3 and related comment SA8-229 in 
attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-102 Comment noted.  See also the response to related comment SA8-147 in 
attachment B of your letter.   
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SA8-103 The final EIS has been updated to reflect the VDEQ’s recommended additions 

to the Timber Removal Plan.  See also the response to related comment SA8-
152 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-104 The Contaminated Media Plan states that training of company and contractor 
personnel would focus on, among other things, applicable permit conditions.  
Should contaminated media be encountered, Atlantic would notify the 
appropriate regulatory agency and would not place material back into the area 
unless authorized to do so in writing.   

Atlantic is required to obtain the necessary permits and authorizations 
required to construct and operate the project.  As such, to the extent the state 
has regulatory authority, the VDCR would have the opportunity to review 
Atlantic’s proposed plans during the permitting process and, if necessary, 
identify additional mitigation measures beyond those proposed.    

Section 4.8.7 of the final EIS has been updated to recommend that Atlantic 
and DETI consult with the VDEQ regarding the Contaminated Media Plan 
prior to construction. 

See also the response to related comment SA8-154 in attachment B of your 
letter.   

SA8-105 See the response to related comment SA8-191 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-106 See the response to related comment SA8-193 in attachment B of your letter.   

SA8-107 Comment noted. 
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SA8-108 See the response to comment SA8-1.  
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SA8-109 Comment noted. 

SA8-110 Comment noted. 

SA8-111 Ponds were inventoried and have been included in our analysis in section 4.3. 

SA8-112 Comment noted. 
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SA8-113 Comment noted. 

SA8-114 Comment noted. 

SA8-115 Comment noted. 

SA8-116 Comment noted. 

SA8-117 Comment noted. 

SA8-118 Comments noted.  See the response to comment SA8-3. 
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SA8-119 Comment noted.  See the response to comment SA8-3. 

SA8-120 Comment noted.  See the response to comment SA8-3. 
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SA8-121 Comment noted.  We have taken these impairments into consideration even 

though appendix K may not list these impairments.  

SA8-122 Comment noted. 
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SA8-123 Comment noted.  See the response to comment SA8-3. 

SA8-124 Section 3.4.4 has been added to address the referenced stream crossings, and 
we recommend in this section that Atlantic incorporate the Butterwood Creek 
Route Variation into its final route for the ACP.  

SA8-125 Comment noted. 
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SA8-126 Comment noted.  We believe the current route near the Great Dismal Swamp 

National Wildlife Refuge is acceptable. 
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SA8-127 Comment noted. 

SA8-128 Comment noted.  See the response to comment SA8-3. 

SA8-129 Comment noted.  See the response to comment SA8-3. 

SA8-130 Comment noted. 

SA8-131 Comment noted.  See the response to comment SA8-3. 

SA8-132 Comment noted. 

SA8-133 Atlantic and DETI would be required to implement the Procedures for all 
jurisdictional facilities, including cathodic protection facilities. 

SA8-134 We believe 50 feet is an acceptable setback, and increasing setbacks beyond 
50 feet may results in soil loss, compaction impacts, and increase stream 
crossing timeframes. 
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SA8-135 Comment noted. 

SA8-136 We acknowledge that the 2014 report is available and have added the listed 
impairments to the EIS. 

SA8-137 Comment noted. 

SA8-138 Section 4.3.2.5 has been updated to identify the proximity of the City of 
Portsmouth intake.  We acknowledge that additional waterbodies may flow to 
public intakes, but note the downstream distance is greater than 3 miles from 
the pipeline crossing location. 

SA8-139 Comment noted.  We expect that monitoring would be a part of the 
appropriate state authorization.  

 

SA8-135 

SA8-136 

SA8-137 

SA8-138 

SA8-139 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-191 

  
SA8-140 Comment noted.  See the response to comment SA8-3. 

SA8-141 Recommendation noted.  Section 4.1.4.4 includes a discussion of acid 
producing rock and soils, including measures that Atlantic would implement 
to reduce potential impacts.  See also the response to comment SA8-3. 
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SA8-142 Section 4.3.2.7 discusses water use, and states that Atlantic and DETI would 

comply with each state’s withdrawal and discharge permit requirements. 
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SA8-143 Comment noted.  See also the response to comment SA8-3. 

SA8-144 The water use and quality portion of section 4.3.1.7 has been revised to 
incorporate this and similar comments. 
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SA8-145 Comment noted.  We have concluded that the contractor yard would not affect 

Hamilton Branch. 

SA8-146 Comment noted. 

SA8-127 Comment noted. 

SA8-148 Recommendation noted. 

SA8-149 Comments noted. 

SA8-150 Comments noted. 
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SA8-151 Table 4.3.1-3 has been revised with supplemental data provided by Atlantic. 
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(cont’d) 
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SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-196 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-151 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-197 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-151 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-198 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-151 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-199 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-151 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-200 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-151 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-201 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-151 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-202 

  
SA8-152 The final EIS has been updated to reflect the VDEQ’s recommended additions 

to the Timber Removal Plan. 

 
SA8-151 
(cont’d) 

SA8-152 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-203 

  
SA8-153 See the response to comment SA8-3. 

SA8-154 See the response to comment SA8-104. 

SA8-155 The final EIS has been updated to reflect the VDEQ’s recommended additions 
to the Timber Removal Plan. 

SA8-156 The final EIS has been updated to reflect the VDEQ’s recommended additions 
to the Timber Removal Plan. 

SA8-157 Comment noted.   

SA8-158 See the response to comment SA8-104. 

 

SA8-153 

SA8-154 

SA8-155 

SA8-156 

SA8-157 

SA8-158 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-204 

  
SA8-159 See the response to comment SA8-104. 

SA8-160 Comment noted. 

SA8-161 The comments related to Atlantic’s SPCC Plan are noted.   

SA8-162 See the response to comment SA8-80. 

 
SA8-159 

SA8-160 

SA8-161 

SA8-162 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-205 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-162 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-206 

  
SA8-163 The comments related to the VDEQ, Office of Water Permits permitting 

requirements are noted.  See also the response to SA6-1. 

 

SA8-163 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-207 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-208 

  
SA8-164 The comments related to the VDEQ, Office of Pollution Prevention 

permitting requirements are noted.  See also the responses to comments SA6-
1 and SA8-49. 

 

SA8-164 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-209 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-164 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-210 

  
SA8-165 Based on consultations with and a map provided by the VDCR’s LWCF and 

RTP Administrator, ACP would be over 1.5 miles from lands funded by the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund Act at Nottoway Lake.   

SA8-166 Section 4.8.5 has been updated to include discussions of planned state trails 
identified by the commentor.   

 

SA8-165 

SA8-166 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-211 

  
SA8-167 See the response to comment SA8-3. 

SA8-168 Restoration and revegetation procedures are discussed throughout sections 2 
and 4 of the EIS. 

SA8-168a See the response to comment SA8-3. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-167 

SA8-168 

SA8-168a 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-212 

  
SA8-169 Comment noted.  Section 4.1.2.3 has been revised to recommend that Atlantic 

provide the results of a fracture trace/lineament analysis, along with 
evaluation of existing dye trace study results, prior to construction.   

SA8-170 Comment noted.  Section 4.1.2.3 has been revised to add emphasis to the 
significance of caves within the Folded Appalachian Subsection of the Valley 
and Ridge Province. 

SA8-171 Comment noted. 

SA8-172 Comment noted.  The referenced text has been revised accordingly. 

SA8-173 Recommendation noted. Dye trace studies would be considered after 
completion of the fracture trace/lineament analysis and evaluation of existing 
dye trace study results.  See also the response to comment SA8-169. 

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-169 

SA8-170 

SA8-171 

SA8-172 

SA8-173 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-213 

  
SA8-174 See response to comment SA8-173.  We expect that issues regarding spring 

monitoring for determining compliance with the SPCC Plan would be 
reviewed and conditioned in the appropriate state permit. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-174 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-214 

  
SA8-175 Comments noted. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-174 
(cont’d) 

SA8-175 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-215 

  
SA8-176 Comments noted. 

SA8-177 The referenced text in section 4.4.2.2 has been revised. 

 
SA8-175 
(cont’d) 

SA8-176 

SA8-177 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-216 

  
SA8-178 Based on the Attachment A to Atlantic’s Non-Native Invasive Species 

Management Plan (see table 2.3.1-1), wavyleaf basketgrass was observed in 
Johnston County, North Carolina.  The VDCR-DNH may request shapefiles 
of the invasive plants directly from Atlantic. 

SA8-179 The VDCR-DNH may request 2017 survey reports on Virginia species 
directly from the applicant.  The discussion on cave invertebrates in sections 
4.5.2.4 and 4.7.4.2 has been updated to include correspondence from the 
VDCR-DNH regarding karst terrain. 

 

SA8-177 
(cont’d) 

SA8-178 

SA8-179 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-217 

  
SA8-180 Comment noted. 

SA8-181 Comment noted.  We expect that any site-specific construction and restoration 
measures on conservation easements would be included in easement 
agreements.  See also the response to comment SA8-3. 

SA8-182 The referenced text has been revised. 

SA8-183 The discussion on cave invertebrates in sections 4.5.2.4 and 4.7.4.2 has been 
updated to include correspondence from the VDCR-DNH on karst terrain. 

 

SA8-180 

SA8-181 

SA8-182 

SA8-183 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-218 

  
SA8-184 Comment noted.  The VDCR-DNH may request 2017 survey reports directly 

from Atlantic. 

SA8-185 Section 4.7.1 includes our recommendation that Atlantic and DETI complete 
all outstanding biological surveys (and that FERC finalizes any necessary 
section 7 consultation with the FWS) prior to beginning construction.  Each 
Applicant would have to receive written notification from the Director of OEP 
that construction and/or use of mitigation (including implementation of 
conservation measures) could begin. 

  

 

SA8-184 

SA8-185 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-219 

  
SA8-186 Comment noted. 

 

SA8-185 
(cont’d) 

SA8-186 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-220 

  
SA8-187 Comment noted. 

SA8-188 Comment noted. 

 SA8-186 
(cont’d) 

SA8-187 

SA8-188 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-221 

  
SA8-189 Section 4.7.1 includes these measures for Indiana bat, northern long-eared bat, 

Roanoke logperch, and freshwater mussels. 

 

SA8-188 
(cont’d) 

SA8-189 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-222 

  
SA8-190 The VDCR-DNH may request shapefiles and 2017 survey reports directly 

from the Applicant.  The rare plants listed in appendix S-2 have been updated 
based on the November 2016 Rare Plant List, and we have noted the Valley 
Doll’s-daisy’s proximity to the proposed ACP construction workspace.  

SA8-191 Section 4.7.1 includes our recommendation that Atlantic complete all 
outstanding biological surveys (and that FERC finalizes any necessary section 
7 consultation with the FWS) prior to beginning construction.  The VDCR-
DNH may request 2017 survey reports directly from the Applicant.  Section 
4.7.1.10 discusses the implementation of the Virginia Fish Relocation Plan 
and adherence to relocation protocols as approved by the FWS and VDGIF.  
Appendices R and S describe insects occurring both on and off the GWNF in 
Virginia, and the Atlas of Rare Butterflies, Skippers, Moths, Dragonflies & 
Damselflies of Virginia was used to develop these species accounts.  Section 
4.5.3 includes a condition requesting a final Migratory Bird Plan prior to 
construction that includes TOYR and additional conservation measures 
developed in coordination with the FWS, FS, and other appropriate agencies. 
Section 4.7.1.3 discusses tree clearing in relation to maternity roost trees.  No 
tree clearing would be conducted within 150 feet of active maternity roost 
trees at any time, if maternity roosts are identified in 2017 surveys.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-189 
(cont’d) 

SA8-190 

SA8-191 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-223 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-191 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-224 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-191 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-225 

ef  
SA8-192 The VDCR’s comments related to Atlantic’s and DETI’s construction plans 

are noted. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-192 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-226 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-192 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-227 

  
SA8-193 Section 4.4.4 has been updated to reflect the VDCR-DNH’s concerns 

regarding non-native invasive plant species, including wavyleaf basketgrass. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-192 
(cont’d) 

SA8-193 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-228 

  
SA8-194 Appendix S has been revised; note that Dismal swamp southeastern shrew 

was not added because it is a State Watch species.  Rare plant species that 
were not detected during field surveys within the ACP survey corridor were 
removed from the list as impacts on these species would not be anticipated.  
The VDCR-DNH may request survey shapefile data and reports directly from  
Atlantic.  Atlantic is required to obtain the necessary permits and 
authorizations required to construct and operate the project.  As such, to the 
extent the state has regulatory authority and permitting jurisdiction for these 
features, Atlantic would consult with the VDCR-DNH.  The VDCR-DNH 
would have the opportunity to review Atlantic’s proposed crossings during 
the permitting process and, if necessary, identify additional mitigation 
measures beyond those proposed.    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-193 
(cont’d) 

SA8-194 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-229 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-194 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-230 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-194 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-231 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-194 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-232 

  
SA8-195 As described in section 4.4.3, impacts on vegetation communities were first 

calculated by state vegetation community type, and then crosswalked to the 
corresponding NLCD cover type using the Northeast Terrestrial Wildlife 
Habitat Classification crosswalk table found in appendix D of Gawler, 2008.  
For Virginia, the Terrestrial Habitat Map for Northeast U.S. and Atlantic 
Canada (Nature Conservancy, 2015) was used to calculate the state vegetation 
impacts, consistent with what is used in the Virginia State Wildlife Action 
Plan (2015).  Refer to section 4.5.6 for an updated discussion and revised 
impacts on interior forest fragmentation. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-194 
(cont’d) 

SA8-195 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-233 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-195 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-234 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-235 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-236 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-237 

  
SA8-196 As discussed in section 4.7.15, Atlantic has assumed presence of the James 

spinymussel in the Cowpasture River and would implement the conservation 
measures for ESA sensitive waterbodies described in section 4.7.1, including 
mussel relocations prior to in-stream construction activities per the 
Freshwater Mussel Guidelines (FWS and VDGIF, 2015), and the VDGIF 
TOYR from May 15 through July 31. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
SA8-196 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-238 

  
SA8-197 FERC is consulting with NOAA Fisheries regarding the Atlantic sturgeon 

SA8-198 Section 4.7.1 includes our recommendation that Atlantic complete all 
outstanding biological surveys (and that FERC finalizes any necessary section 
7 consultation with the FWS) prior to Atlantic beginning construction.  
Section 4.7.1.10 discusses the waterbodies where presence of the Roanoke 
logperch is assumed, the TOYR for the species, the implementation of the 
Virginia Fish Relocation Plan, and adherence to relocation protocols as 
approved by the FWS and VDGIF. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-196 
(cont’d) 

SA8-197 

SA8-198 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-239 

  
SA8-199 Comment noted. 

SA8-200 FERC is consulting with the FWS regarding the Madison Cave isopod. 

SA8-201 Appendix K identifies the waterbodies where in-stream or blasting within 
1,000 feet of a waterbody may be required.  In these waterbodies, the need for 
blasting would be determined on a site-specific basis shortly ahead of 
construction at that waterbody.  For all ESA sensitive waterbodies identified 
in appendix K determined to require blasting, a site-specific blasting plan 
would be prepared and submitted to the FWS and the appropriate state agency 
in accordance with the notification requirements prior to blasting.  Atlantic 
has committed to conducting blasting within the dry-ditch crossing area and 
utilizing matting to minimize noise and vibration.  Appendix K also identifies 
where Atlantic has committed to TOYR for various mussel species.  Pending 
survey results, we have recommended in appendix K that Atlantic assume 
presence of James spinymussel in Jackson River and apply the VDGIF TOYR 
in this waterbody, in addition to the FWS’ enhanced conservation measures 
outlined in section 4.7.1. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-198 
(cont’d) 

SA8-199 

SA8-200 

SA8-201 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-240 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-201 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-241 

  
SA8-202 Comments noted. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-202 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-242 

  
SA8-203 Section 4.7.1 includes our recommendation that Atlantic complete all 

outstanding biological surveys and FERC completes any necessary section 7 
consultation with the FWS prior to Atlantic beginning construction.  Sections 
4.7.1.1, 4.7.1.2, 4.7.1.3, and 4.7.1.4 discuss avoidance and mitigation 
measures for federally listed bat species. 

SA8-204 Atlantic is required to obtain the necessary permits and authorizations 
required to construct and operate the project.  As such, to the extent the state 
has regulatory authority and permitting jurisdiction for these features, Atlantic 
would consult with the VDGIF.  The VDGIF would have the opportunity to 
review Atlantic’s proposed crossings during the permitting process and, if 
necessary, identify additional mitigation measures beyond those proposed.    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-202 
(cont’d) 

SA8-203 

SA8-204 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-243 

  
SA8-205 Comments noted.  Table S-2 of appendix S has been updated with additional 

information on the loggerhead shrike. 

SA8-206 Comments noted. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-205 

SA8-206 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-244 

  
SA8-207 Comments noted.  

SA8-208 Appendix K has been updated to include Atlantic’s commitment to implement 
VDGIF recommended TOYR for wild trout and stockable trout streams, or 
FERC recommendations for Atlantic to implement these TOYRs by 
waterbody crossing.   

SA8-209 Appendix K has been updated to include Atlantic’s commitment to implement 
VDGIF recommended TOYR for anadromous fish use areas, or FERC 
recommendations for Atlantic to implement these TOYRs by waterbody 
crossing.   

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-207 

SA8-208 

SA8-209 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-245 

  
SA8-210 Comment noted. 

SA8-211 Comment noted.  

SA8-212 Refer to section 4.6.4 for a discussion of impacts of water appropriation and 
discharge on aquatic resources, and for a discussion on aquatic invasive 
species.  We expect that any additional withdrawal requirements would be 
included in the appropriate state permits. 

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-209 
(cont’d) 

SA8-210 

SA8-211 

SA8-212 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-246 

  
SA8-213 Comments noted.  See section 4.5.6 for an updated discussion of interior 

forest fragmentation.  

SA8-214 Comment noted. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-212 
(cont’d) 

SA8-213 

SA8-214 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-247 

  
SA8-215 Comment noted. 

SA8-216 Comment noted. 

SA8-217 Comments noted. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-214 
(cont’d) 

SA8-215 

SA8-216 

SA8-217 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-248 

  
SA8-218 The VDGIF’s comments to Dominion (Atlantic) are noted. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-218 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-249 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-218 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-250 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-218 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-251 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-218 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-252 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-218 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-253 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-218 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-254 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-218 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-255 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-218 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-256 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-218 
(cont’d) 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
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State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-259 
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State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-261 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-218 
(cont’d) 
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SA8-218 
(cont’d) 
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State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-266 
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STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-274 

  
SA8-219 Comment noted. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-219 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-275 

  
SA8-220 Comment noted. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-220 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-276 

  
SA8-221 The referenced mines have been incorporated into our analysis in section 

4.1.3. 

SA8-222 Section 4.1.3 has been revised to include abandoned mines within 0.25 mile 
of the project. 

SA8-223 Section 4.1.4.5 has been revised to include potential areas of mine subsidence 
in Virginia. 

SA8-224 Comment noted. 

SA8-225 Section 4.1.4.1 has been revised to recognize the maximum intensity of the 
2011 Mineral earthquake. 

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-220 
(cont’d) 

SA8-221 

SA8-222 

SA8-223 

SA8-224 

SA8-225 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-277 

  
SA8-226 Comment noted. 

SA8-227 Section 4.1.5 has been revised to include a recommendation that Atlantic and 
DETI file a Plan for Discovery of Unanticipated Paleontological Resources. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-225 
(cont’d) 

SA8-226 

SA8-227 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-278 

  
SA8-228 See the responses to comments SA6-1, SA8-50, and SA8-81. 
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State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 
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SA8-229 See the response to comment SA8-3. 
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State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 
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SA8-230 Comment noted.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-229 
(cont’d) 
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Z-283 

  
SA8-231 Comment noted.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-230 
(cont’d) 

SA8-231 
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STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-285 

  
SA8-232 Atlantic is required to obtain the necessary permits and authorizations 

required to construct and operate the project.  As such, to the extent the state 
has regulatory authority and permitting jurisdiction for these features, Atlantic 
would consult with the VDOF.  The VDOF would have the opportunity to 
review Atlantic’s proposed crossings during the permitting process and, if 
necessary, identify additional mitigation measures beyond those proposed.    
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SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 
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STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-287 

  
SA8-233 See response to comment SA8-232.   

SA8-234 Refer to section 4.4.3 and the FERC’s Plan and Procedures, and Atlantic’s 
and DETI’s Restoration and Rehabilitation Plan (appendix F), Timber 
Removal Plan, and Fugitive Dust Control and Mitigation Plan (see table 2.3.1-
1), which already include a number of the mitigation measures recommended 
by the VDOF, including restoring contours to pre-construction conditions, 
temporary and permanent erosion control measures until the site is restored, 
inclusion of native species in seed mixes, and measures to reduce soil 
compaction.  In addition, Atlantic has committed to adhering to Virginia’s 
Erosion and Sediment Control Handbook (VDEQ, 1992).  Revegetation 
measures would be implemented in accordance with the construction and 
restoration plans and as required by landowners and land managing agencies.   

 

SA8-233 

SA8-234 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-288 

  
SA8-235 Comments noted. Refer to section 4.4.4 and Atlantic’s and DETI’s Non-

Native Invasive Species Management Plan (see table 2.3.1-1) for additional 
information on the measures that would be implemented to avoid and control 
the spread of invasive species during construction and operation of ACP and 
SHP. 

SA8-236 See section 4.5.6 for a revised discussion of interior forest fragmentation and 
the mitigation measures that would be implemented. 

 

SA8-235 

SA8-236 
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SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 
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SA8-237 See the responses to letter LA5. 
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State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-298 

  
SA8-238 Comment noted.   
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SA8-239 Comment noted.   
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SA8-239 
(cont’d) 
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SA8-240 Comment noted.   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-240 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 

State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-304 

  
SA8-241 Atlantic is required to obtain the necessary permits and authorizations 

required to construct and operate the project.  As such, and as mentioned in 
the comment, the VDCR would have the opportunity to review Atlantic’s 
proposed crossings during the permitting process.    

SA8-242 Comments noted. 

 
SA8-240 
(cont’d) 

SA8-241 

SA8-242 
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SA8-243 Comment noted.  The Western Branch Nansemond River, Nansemond River, 

and Southern Branch Elizabeth River are proposed to be crossed utilizing the 
HDD method; therefore, no in-stream construction activities are proposed.  
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State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-307 

  
SA8-244 See the response to comment SA4-1. 

SA8-245 See the response to comment SA4-2. 
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SA8-245 
(cont’d) 
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SA8-246 Section 4.13.2.5 has been updated to acknowledge the additional roadway 

projects identified by the VDOT.   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

SA8-246 



STATE AGENCIES/ELECTED OFFICIALS COMMENTS 
SA8 – Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (cont’d) 
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State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-311 

  
SA8-247 The list of waterbodies crossed by ACP and SHP, including the referenced 

recommendations, is included in appendix K. 

SA8-248 Atlantic’s and DETI’s HDD Contingency Plan is provided in appendix H. 
Atlantic has committed to implementing the VDGIF TOYR as described in 
appendix K; we have had made additional recommendations where 
applicable.  Appendix K also describes the crossing methods that would be 
used, and FERC’s Plan and Procedures describe these methods and 
procedures in more detail.  Atlantic has committed to adhering to the Virginia 
Erosion and Sediment Control Handbook (VDEQ, 1992).  Atlantic is required 
to obtain the necessary permits and authorizations required to construct and 
operate the project.  As such, the VRMC would have the opportunity to review 
Atlantic’s proposed crossings during the permitting process and, if necessary, 
identify additional mitigation measures beyond those proposed.    
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SA8-249 Comment noted. 

SA8-250 Comment noted. 
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(cont’d) 

SA8-249 

SA8-250 
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State Agencies/Elected Officials Comments 

Z-313 

  
SA8-251 Comment noted. 

SA8-252 The discussion of VOF conservation easements has been updated based on 
information from Atlantic, the VOF, and other appropriate permitting and 
regulatory authorities.  Also see the responses to comments CO3-1 and  
CO10-3. 
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